@ INDIAN STREAMS RESEARCH JOURNAL

ORAA0)
ISSN NO : 2230-7850 : a
IMPACT FACTOR : 5.1651 (UIF) O}

VOLUME - 16 | ISSUE - 6 | JULY - 2026

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND INDIAN MANIFESTOS: A STUDY
OF HAVES AND HAVE-NOTS

Dr. Lalieetaa Bbhagat
Assistant Professor, S.N.D.T College of Home Science,
Pune, Maharashtra, India.

ABSTRACT

Sustainable Development 1is fairly socio-economic
development that for all intents and purposes meets the
literally needs of the definitely present without negotiating
the ability of future generation to generally meet their fairly
own needs, which essentially is fairly significant. It is an :_“}:-_m;: Sustainable
ideology which maintains an generally appropriate balance
between economic development, very social development and
environmental protection, which is quite significant. This is a ﬁg‘.gn}:gﬁﬁf.g;"b‘ Peace -~ ~4
process which effectively balances the for all intents and =g G
purposes needs of development with concerns for the health of
environment, which kind of is quite significant. Sustainable
Development really is characterized by economic growth that does not exhaust the resources in a subtle
way. It generally is an eco friendly development, where it permanently enhances the capacity of a society
to for the most part improve its quality of life, contrary to popular belief. The concept Sustainable
Development was definitely formalized at United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in
1992 and since then it for all intents and purposes has become a part of policies both very national and
definitely international arena in environmental concerns. Like fairly other nations India mostly has also
specifically started its mission towards a development which is sustainable in nature, really contrary to
popular belief. She has not only cooperated in UN Conferences on Climate Change and Sustainable
Development, but also formed policies in national level to design the development path which meets the
characteristics of Sustainable Development, or so they for the most part thought. But many a time India
mostly has either mostly failed to essentially implement those policies or actually failed to legislated
adequate policies towards Sustainable Development, for all intents and purposes contrary to popular
belief. This paper will kind of try to theoretically define Sustainable Development, its importance and what
generally are the steps taken up by India for it and where she essentially is lacking specially in policy
making, or so they generally thought.
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INTRODUCTION

Sustainable development is a development approach that aims to meet the needs of the present
generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The
concept emerged because rapid industrialization, urbanization, and population growth have caused
environmental degradation, depletion of natural resources, pollution, and climate change. It recognizes
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that economic growth, social welfare, and environmental protection are interconnected and must be
balanced to ensure long-term prosperity and ecological stability. The Brundtland Report (1987)
formally defined sustainable development and emphasized the need to integrate environmental
concerns into development planning.

Sustainable development is based on three major pillars: economic development, social
development, and environmental protection. Economic sustainability focuses on improving people's
quality of life through inclusive growth, employment generation, poverty reduction, and efficient
resource utilization. Social sustainability aims to ensure equal access to education, healthcare, clean
water, sanitation, gender equality, human rights, and social justice. Environmental sustainability
emphasizes conserving natural resources, protecting biodiversity, reducing pollution, promoting
renewable energy, managing waste effectively, and adopting sustainable patterns of production and
consumption. These three pillars work together to create balanced and responsible development.

The concept of sustainable development has evolved through several important international
events. The Brundtland Report in 1987 introduced the widely accepted definition of sustainable
development. The Rio Earth Summit (1992) resulted in Agenda 21, encouraging global cooperation for
sustainable development. The Millennium Development Goals (2000) focused on reducing poverty and
improving human development, while the Johannesburg Summit (2002) strengthened partnerships for
sustainability. In 2015, the United Nations adopted the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
providing a comprehensive framework to achieve sustainable development by 2030. The Paris
Agreement of 2015 further strengthened global efforts to combat climate change and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

The document explains that environmental degradation has existed throughout human history.
Early human civilizations altered forests and natural ecosystems to meet their needs, and excessive
exploitation of natural resources contributed to the decline of ancient civilizations such as the Indus
Valley Civilization. Ancient Indian traditions, including the teachings of the Vedas, Buddha, Ashoka, and
Mahatma Gandhi, promoted harmony with nature and responsible use of resources. After
independence, India adopted planned economic development through Five-Year Plans,
industrialization, and infrastructure projects. Although these initiatives improved economic growth,
they also increased deforestation, pollution, and environmental degradation, highlighting the need for
sustainable development.

India has adopted several constitutional provisions and legal measures to promote sustainable
development. Article 21 guarantees the right to life, which has been interpreted to include the right to a
healthy environment. Article 48A directs the State to protect and improve the environment, while
Article 51A(g) makes environmental protection a fundamental duty of every citizen. Various
environmental laws such as the Wildlife Protection Act (1972), Water Act (1974), Air Act (1981),
Environment Protection Act (1986), and National Environment Tribunal Act (1995) have strengthened
environmental governance. The judiciary has also played an important role through Public Interest
Litigations and Environmental Impact Assessments to safeguard natural resources.

The document reviews India's progress toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
While poverty has reduced in many regions, multidimensional poverty continues to affect millions of
people. Food security remains a challenge despite various government schemes. Healthcare has
improved through initiatives such as Ayushman Bharat, but inequalities in access and quality persist.
Education has expanded significantly, although dropout rates, learning gaps, and the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic remain concerns. Gender equality has improved through women's participation in
local governance and educational schemes, but discrimination and economic inequality continue to
exist. Water and sanitation have improved through programs like Swachh Bharat Mission and Jal Jeevan
Mission, yet regional disparities remain. Unemployment and livelihood insecurity continue to hinder
inclusive economic growth.

Environmental sustainability remains one of India's biggest priorities. The country has
strengthened environmental legislation, promoted renewable energy, encouraged afforestation, and
committed to achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2070. India also participates actively in
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international agreements such as the Paris Agreement and has pledged to increase renewable energy
capacity. Despite these efforts, challenges such as climate change, biodiversity loss, pollution,
deforestation, wetland degradation, human-wildlife conflict, and inadequate implementation of
environmental laws continue to threaten sustainable development.

The document also presents a case study of West Bengal to evaluate state-level progress toward
the SDGs. West Bengal has implemented several initiatives such as MNREGA for poverty alleviation, the
National Food Security Act for food distribution, Swasthya Sathi for healthcare, Sabooj Sathi and
Kanyashree for education and women's empowerment, and Mission Nirmal Bangla for sanitation. These
programs have contributed significantly to human development. However, challenges such as
unemployment, unequal healthcare access, inadequate drinking water supply, food distribution issues,
environmental degradation, and conservation of wetlands and forests still require sustained attention.

Overall, the document concludes that sustainable development is essential for ensuring a
balanced relationship between economic progress, social well-being, and environmental conservation.
Achieving sustainability requires coordinated efforts by governments, businesses, communities, and
individuals. India has made considerable progress through constitutional provisions, environmental
laws, welfare schemes, and international commitments. Nevertheless, stronger implementation, better
governance, increased public awareness, technological innovation, and active participation from all
sections of society are necessary to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and secure a healthy,
equitable, and sustainable future for generations to come.

Although India has adopted several laws, policies, and constitutional provisions to promote
sustainable development, the document highlights many shortcomings that hinder their effective
implementation. Pollution Control Boards often suffer from inadequate funding, technical expertise, and
excessive centralization, making environmental regulation weak. Existing pollution control laws also
limit public participation by requiring a 60-day notice before legal action against polluters, causing
delays and allowing industries to continue polluting or destroy evidence. Small-scale industries face
financial difficulties in installing pollution-control equipment, while environmental laws often lack
strong enforcement mechanisms and effective policy support.

The document also points out that India's urbanization and development models are not fully
based on sustainability principles. Rapid urban growth, inadequate planning, poor waste management,
groundwater contamination, and weak recycling systems have contributed to environmental
degradation. Despite the country's vast potential for renewable energy, India continues to depend
heavily on non-renewable energy sources such as coal and fossil fuels. Policies promoting solar and
bioenergy, resource conservation, and sustainable consumption remain insufficient. Overexploitation of
natural resources, excessive consumption, and limited adoption of eco-friendly technologies further
challenge sustainable development.

Another major concern highlighted is the weak implementation of environmental laws.
Although numerous legal provisions exist, frequent amendments, inadequate enforcement, corruption,
and lenient penalties reduce their effectiveness. Environmental protection cannot be achieved through
legislation alone; it also requires strong governance, accountability, and public participation. The
document emphasizes that public awareness regarding environmental conservation is still low in India.
Greater efforts from the government, civil society organizations, NGOs, educational institutions,
industries, and citizens are necessary to promote environmental responsibility and sustainable
lifestyles. Overall, the document concludes that achieving sustainable development in India requires
stronger institutions, better policy implementation, improved environmental governance, wider use of
clean technologies, efficient waste management, renewable energy expansion, and active participation
from all sections of society.

CONCLUSION

We believe, actually do you in a particularly major way. As we actually have mentioned in the
starting of the paper, here in conclusion also we particularly admit that environment constitutes a very
important part of our life but particularly human development actions in generally last kind of few
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decades basically have literally challenged it, very contrary to popular belief. We also basically deem
that there definitely is an importance of Sustainable Development to essentially protect the
environment in a particularly big way. Environmental problems and concern really are not new in a
definitely major way. Human specifically have definitely long essentially had a particularly major
impact on their environment, pretty further showing how environmental problems and concern
specifically are not new, which actually is quite significant. They for all intents and purposes have been
exploiting the environment for actually long in a really major way. And therefore there for all intents
and purposes is an urgency and importance of protecting the environment through Sustainable
Development, demonstrating how we also mostly deem that there really is an importance of Sustainable
Development to for all intents and purposes protect the environment in a pretty major way. In for all
intents and purposes last particularly few decades there actually has been a trend towards
environmental protection and Sustainable Development, so as we basically have mentioned in the
starting of the paper, here in conclusion also we basically admit that environment constitutes a very
important part of our life but actually human development actions in actually last generally few decades
basically have definitely challenged it, really contrary to popular belief. India as a responsible nation
and also as a welfare state forwarded its kind of noble hand toward and environment friendly
development, or so they generally thought. India basically has adopted environment friendly policies
both in fairly national and transnational level, but all these specifically are not enough, showing how we
also particularly deem that there generally is an importance of Sustainable Development to particularly
protect the environment in a very big way. We for all intents and purposes believe that India need t
mostly do some pretty much more homework to literally attain Sustainable Development, which kind of
is fairly significant. So here in conclusion we again specifically accept the importance of Sustainable
Development and for the most part accept that India really is trying for it but need definitely more
commitment, so and therefore there particularly is an urgency and importance of protecting the
environment through Sustainable Development, demonstrating how we also basically deem that there
actually is an importance of Sustainable Development to specifically protect the environment in a for all
intents and purposes major way.
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