ISSN NO : 2230-7850
IMPACT FACTOR : 5.1651 (UIF)
VOLUME - 14 | ISSUE - 2 | MARCH - 2024

(G5  INDIAN STREAMS RESEARCH JOURNAL g
@

SRIAUROBINDO AND THE EVOLUTION OF INDIAN ENGLISH
PHILOSOPHICAL PROSE

Siddarood S/0 Shivasharanappa
Research Scholar

Dr. Vijeta Gautam
Guide
Professor, Chaudhary Charansing University Meerut.

ABSTRACT

This study explores Sri Aurobindo’s significant contributions
to the evolution of Indian English philosophical prose, focusing on how
his writings shaped modern Indian thought. Aurobindo's works
integrate Western philosophical traditions with traditional Indian
concepts, creating a unique philosophical prose that resonates with
the spiritual and intellectual currents of his time. The research
examines his key texts, including The Life Divine, The Synthesis of
Yoga, and Essays on the Gita, analyzing their stylistic, thematic, and
philosophical aspects. The study delves into his use of English as a
medium to express complex spiritual ideas and abstract concepts,
making them accessible to both Indian and global audiences. Furthermore, Aurobindo's influence on
contemporary Indian thinkers, writers, and philosophers is explored. The paper also considers his role in
promoting the idea of the synthesis of Eastern and Western thought in a rapidly modernizing India. The
research provides insights into the evolution of Indian English literature, highlighting Aurobindo's
enduring legacy in the philosophical and literary domains. Ultimately, the study underscores the profound
impact of Aurobindo’s philosophical prose on the development of intellectual discourse in colonial and
post-colonial India.
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INTRODUCTION

Sri Aurobindo, a towering figure in Indian philosophy and literature, played a pivotal role in
shaping the evolution of Indian English philosophical prose. His writings represent a unique synthesis
of Western philosophical thought and traditional Indian spirituality, bridging the gap between Eastern
mysticism and Western intellectual traditions. Aurobindo's profound insights into the nature of
consciousness, the universe, and human evolution were articulated through his mastery of English, a
language that was not native to his Indian heritage but which he used to express complex spiritual
ideas. His works, such as The Life Divine and Essays on the Gita, offered a new framework for
understanding Indian philosophy in the context of modernity. Aurobindo’s prose style, with its rich,
intellectual depth and clarity, made philosophical discourse more accessible to both Indian and Western
audiences. His philosophical writings challenged the colonial mindset and sought to revitalize India's
spiritual heritage. This paper examines how Sri Aurobindo’s prose not only contributed to the
intellectual revival of India during British rule but also established Indian English as a vehicle for deep
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philosophical expression. His legacy continues to inspire both philosophical and literary traditions,
cementing his place in the evolution of Indian English literature.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The aim of this study is to explore Sri Aurobindo’s contribution to the evolution of Indian
English philosophical prose, emphasizing how his unique synthesis of Eastern spirituality and Western
philosophical thought influenced modern Indian intellectual discourse. The objective is to analyze the
stylistic and thematic aspects of Aurobindo’s major works, such as The Life Divine, The Synthesis of
Yoga, and Essays on the Gita, to understand their impact on both Indian and global philosophical
traditions. This research aims to examine how Aurobindo’s use of English helped articulate complex
spiritual concepts in a way that was accessible to a broader audience, bridging cultural and linguistic
divides. Another key objective is to assess his influence on subsequent Indian thinkers, writers, and
philosophers, and how his work contributed to the intellectual revival during colonial India. The study
also seeks to understand Aurobindo’s role in shaping the genre of Indian English philosophical prose,
contributing to its distinct identity. By exploring his philosophical prose, the study aims to showcase the
role of language in conveying intricate philosophical and spiritual ideas. Ultimately, the research will
highlight the enduring legacy of Sri Aurobindo in the context of modern Indian literature and
philosophy.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The literature on Sri Aurobindo’s contributions to Indian English philosophical prose is vast,
with scholars exploring his fusion of Eastern spirituality and Western intellectual traditions. Early
studies highlight his pivotal role in shaping modern Indian thought, especially through his synthesis of
Vedantic philosophy with Western ideals of rationality and individualism. Critics like K. R. Srinivasa
Iyengar have examined Aurobindo’s prose style, emphasizing its depth, clarity, and intellectual rigor,
which brought Indian philosophical discourse to a global audience. Scholars also point out the influence
of Aurobindo’s writing on the development of Indian English literature, as he used English as a medium
for spiritual and philosophical expression, breaking away from colonial linguistic constraints. Works
such as The Life Divine and Essays on the Gita are analyzed for their profound impact on Indian
spiritual thought, with critics noting Aurobindo’s ability to convey complex ideas through a language
not native to his cultural context. Literature on Aurobindo’s philosophical prose often contrasts his
work with other Indian intellectuals of the time, such as Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi,
exploring the unique intellectual trajectory Aurobindo carved out. Additionally, the literary criticism
surrounding his works reflects debates about the nature of Indian English writing, where Aurobindo’s
influence is often cited as foundational in establishing philosophical depth in the genre. Furthermore,
contemporary scholars focus on Aurobindo’s relevance in post-colonial thought, noting his role in
resisting Western dominance while seeking to reconcile Western modernity with India’s spiritual
heritage. Overall, the literature underscores Aurobindo's enduring influence in both Indian philosophy
and literature.

RESERACH METHOLOGY

The research methodology for this study involves a qualitative, literary analysis of Sri
Aurobindo’s major philosophical works, with a focus on his contributions to Indian English prose. The
primary texts, such as The Life Divine, The Synthesis of Yoga, and Essays on the Gita, will be closely
examined to identify thematic, stylistic, and linguistic elements that characterize his philosophical
prose. A comparative analysis will be conducted to evaluate how Aurobindo’s works differ from or align
with other Indian English writers and philosophers, such as Rabindranath Tagore and Swami
Vivekananda. The study will also incorporate secondary sources, including scholarly articles, critical
essays, and books that analyze Aurobindo's philosophy, prose style, and literary influence. The research
will adopt an interdisciplinary approach, drawing from literary criticism, philosophy, and post-colonial
theory, to understand how Aurobindo's works engage with both Indian and Western intellectual
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traditions. Textual analysis will focus on Aurobindo’s use of English as a medium to express complex
spiritual and philosophical ideas, highlighting his unique approach to language. Additionally, the study
will incorporate historical and cultural contexts to explore how Aurobindo’s writings fit within the
larger framework of colonial and post-colonial India. The methodology will also involve a review of the
impact of Aurobindo’s philosophical prose on contemporary Indian intellectual thought and his lasting
influence on modern Indian literature. Finally, the research will explore how his philosophical prose
shaped the trajectory of Indian English literature, especially within the genre of spiritual and
philosophical writing.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The problem at hand is to explore and critically assess Sri Aurobindo's role in the evolution of
Indian English philosophical prose, an area that has not been extensively studied in its full depth. While
Aurobindo is acknowledged as a significant figure in Indian literature and philosophy, there remains a
lack of comprehensive understanding regarding how his unique blend of Eastern spirituality and
Western philosophical thought contributed to the development of Indian English as a medium for
philosophical discourse. Existing literature often treats Aurobindo’s contributions in isolation, without
exploring his influence on the broader context of Indian English prose. Moreover, his use of the English
language, often seen as a colonial tool, raises important questions about how Aurobindo repurposed
this language to articulate complex Indian spiritual ideas. There is a need for deeper exploration of how
Aurobindo’s philosophical prose shaped modern Indian thought and influenced subsequent Indian
philosophers and writers. Additionally, the problem includes understanding the balance Aurobindo
struck between spiritual abstraction and the clarity needed for a global audience, which has yet to be
fully analyzed. This study seeks to address these gaps by examining the intellectual, literary, and
linguistic contributions of Sri Aurobindo to the evolution of Indian English philosophical prose.
Furthermore, it aims to investigate the lasting impact of his work on Indian intellectual history and its
relevance in the post-colonial era.

FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR RESEARCH:

Further research could explore the intersections of Sri Aurobindo's philosophical prose with
other Indian philosophical traditions, such as Vedanta, Sankhya, and Tantra, to understand how these
influences shaped his use of English for spiritual expression. Comparative studies between Aurobindo
and other Indian thinkers like Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda, and Gandhi may uncover
contrasting approaches to articulating Indian philosophy in English. Research into the role of
Aurobindo’s prose in the development of post-colonial Indian English literature would provide a deeper
understanding of how colonial language was repurposed for indigenous thought. Scholars could also
examine the impact of Aurobindo’s spiritual writings on modern Indian literary movements,
particularly in the context of nationalism and the search for identity during British colonial rule.
Further studies might focus on the stylistic elements of Aurobindo's English, analyzing his use of
language, imagery, and narrative techniques to express abstract philosophical concepts. Investigating
the reception of Aurobindo’s work in the West could provide insights into how his writings helped
bridge the gap between Eastern and Western intellectual traditions. The role of Aurobindo’s works in
the intellectual discourse of modern India, especially in educational and philosophical circles, is another
area for further exploration. Moreover, in-depth research on the translation and adaptation of
Aurobindo’s works into other languages would shed light on the global reach of his philosophical ideas.
Lastly, a study of Aurobindo’s influence on contemporary Indian thinkers and writers, especially in
relation to spiritual and philosophical prose, could further illuminate his enduring legacy.

SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS

The scope of this study encompasses an in-depth exploration of Sri Aurobindo's contributions to
the development of Indian English philosophical prose, focusing on his major works and their thematic,
stylistic, and linguistic aspects. It aims to analyze how Aurobindo used English to articulate complex
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Indian spiritual and philosophical ideas, blending Eastern traditions with Western intellectual thought.
The study covers Aurobindo’s influence on both the intellectual climate of colonial India and the
broader development of modern Indian literature. By examining his prose, the research will investigate
its impact on Indian English as a medium for philosophical expression. The study also seeks to explore
the lasting effect of Aurobindo’s writings on subsequent Indian philosophers and writers, as well as
their global reception. However, the limitations of this research include its reliance on textual analysis,
which may not fully capture the complexities of Aurobindo's philosophical system. The study also
focuses primarily on his written works, without exploring other dimensions of his philosophy, such as
his practical spiritual teachings or political contributions. Furthermore, the research is constrained by
the limited scope of available scholarly work comparing Aurobindo with his contemporaries in the
Indian English literary space. Practical limitations such as time and access to resources may also restrict
a deeper engagement with primary texts in their original context. Lastly, the study primarily
concentrates on Aurobindo’s contributions to Indian English prose, leaving out other genres of his
literary and philosophical output.

DISCUSSION:

The discussion of Sri Aurobindo's role in the evolution of Indian English philosophical prose
reveals his unique contribution to bridging Eastern spiritual traditions with Western intellectual
frameworks through the medium of English. His works, particularly The Life Divine and Essays on the
Gita, offer profound insights into Vedantic and Yogic philosophies, yet they do so in a language that was
foreign to India’s spiritual heritage. Aurobindo’s ability to articulate abstract and complex spiritual
ideas in English made them accessible to both Indian and Western audiences, challenging colonial
perceptions of India as intellectually stagnant. His style, marked by a blend of clarity and intellectual
depth, exemplifies the richness of Indian philosophical thought presented in a colonial language.
Aurobindo’s philosophical prose goes beyond mere literary expression; it is a medium for transmitting
spiritual knowledge and offering an alternative vision of modernity that integrates the best of Western
thought with traditional Indian wisdom. The discussion also explores how his intellectual writings
influenced the Indian nationalist movement, particularly in the context of reclaiming India’s cultural
and spiritual identity. Furthermore, Aurobindo’s approach to English, which he infused with Indian
spiritual concepts, contributed significantly to the evolution of Indian English literature, paving the way
for future writers like R. K. Narayan and Mulk Raj Anand. While his influence on literary aesthetics is
clear, his impact on philosophical discourse in the Indian English tradition remains even more
profound. Ultimately, Aurobindo’s work represents a bridge between cultures and philosophies, making
Indian thought accessible to the global intellectual community.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Future research should further explore the comparative aspects of Sri Aurobindo's
philosophical prose alongside other Indian intellectuals of his time, such as Rabindranath Tagore and
Swami Vivekananda, to highlight diverse approaches in articulating Indian philosophy in English.
Scholars could investigate the influence of Aurobindo's prose on later generations of Indian
philosophers and writers, especially in relation to the development of post-colonial thought and
literature. A closer examination of Aurobindo’s literary style—particularly his use of English as a
vehicle for spiritual expression—could uncover deeper insights into the relationship between language
and philosophical ideas. Research could also focus on Aurobindo’s impact on contemporary Indian
English literature, especially how his philosophical themes are reflected in the works of modern
writers. Further studies might look into how Aurobindo’s prose was received globally, particularly in
Western academic and spiritual circles, to understand the internationalization of his ideas. Exploring
the translation of Aurobindo’s works into other languages and its impact on non-English-speaking
audiences could provide valuable insights into the global reach of his thought. Additionally, a detailed
analysis of Aurobindo's works in the context of modernity, nationalism, and spiritualism could help
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situate his ideas within the broader intellectual history of India. An interdisciplinary approach, drawing
from philosophy.

CONCLUSION:

In conclusion, Sri Aurobindo’s contributions to Indian English philosophical prose mark a
transformative moment in the intellectual history of India, as he redefined the role of English in
expressing complex spiritual and philosophical ideas rooted in Indian traditions. His works, particularly
The Life Divine and Essays on the Gita, offer profound insights that merge Eastern spirituality with
Western intellectual frameworks, making them accessible to a global audience. Aurobindo’s unique use
of English allowed him to communicate India’s philosophical heritage in a modern context, breaking
away from colonial linguistic constraints. His philosophical prose not only shaped the intellectual
discourse of colonial India but also laid the foundation for the post-colonial revival of Indian thought.
The impact of his work extends beyond literature into the realms of modern spirituality, philosophy,
and even nationalism, offering a vision for the synthesis of Eastern and Western traditions. His legacy
continues to influence contemporary Indian literature and thought, positioning him as a key figure in
the evolution of Indian English literature. Ultimately, Aurobindo’s philosophical prose remains a vital
part of the cultural and intellectual fabric of modern India, reflecting both its spiritual richness and its
engagement with global philosophical traditions. His writing underscores the enduring relevance of
India’s philosophical wisdom in contemporary global conversations.
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