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e IMPACT OF ANAND’S LALU TRILOGY-THE
VILLAGE (1939)

Dr . Sanjay Thorat
Associate Professor, M. V. P. Kanya College, Islampur , Tal. Walwa, Dist. Sangli.

ABSTRACT

Being a rebel, Lal Singh denies the rigid religion and tradition. The impending danger on his
personal life and the corrupt influence of village economy force him to join army. His experiences in the
war make him juxtapose his life with that of the Europeans. Finally, he tries to reconstruct the life
according to his abilities. He fails in his attempt. The Trilogy is linked together by central character, Lal
Singh. This adolescent boy confronts the problems of growing into maturity. Lal Singh is about
seventeen as Thevillage opens and about twenty-four as The Sword and the sickle ends.

KEYWORDS :Religion, Tradition, Village Economy, Adolescent.

INTRODUCTION

Lalu participates in various episodes alongwith his adolescent companions: Churanjee,
Ghulam, Gughi, Amar Singh and Maye. But again Lalu is centre of action. Most of the things happen to
him and he reacts to these situations. Anand introduces Nihal’s son, Lal Singh in The Village in these
words : ‘Lalu, with a mischievous boyish smile on his ruddy, handsome face, which was almost a replica
of the face with which the old man (his father) had confronted the world when he was young’. This
means that Lalu resembles his father in appearance. Lalu’s frame, his well-rounded limbs and the
general air of well being impressed the people. Lalu works with concentration on his ancestral land.
Lalu is the last son of Nihal Singh and Gujri. Sharm Singh and religious Dayal Singh are his brothers. As
compared to Munoo and Bakha, Lalu’s family offers him better domestic security. He lives in his joint
Sikh family. But allis not wellin his case. His family is the victim of the village economy. The landlord, the
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money-lender, the Mahant, the police, the age-old karma are party to the destruction of his family’s
happiness. Thank to God, Laluis not illiterate person. He understands the tragic plight of his family. But
before this, hisinnocence has to undergo the severe tests. He questions and requestions the ways of his
family, the behavior of his villagers. Marlone Fisher remarks about Lalu’s confusion: ‘Torn between his
affection for these old people, he had known all his life and his straining impatience at their ways, Lalu
was in constant state of tension, varying from sympathy to resentment, from caring do disgust’.

Lalu’s education helps him in comprehending the world around him. Permila Paul comments :
‘Lal Singh’s education has given him a spirit of non-confirmity which actually provokes hostility in the
elders. The fact that education has given him an ability to express himself well through English and
developed a love for machines, has conferred on him a distinction that is not valued by the community
at large’. The narrator narrates Lalu’s early education, ‘Hukum chand (the teacher) had a vendatta
against Lalu because Nihalu had refused to give him a sack of wheat every harvest, and because Lalu
had refused to bear with master’s grain to the flour mill of Sherkot to have it ground. In those days, life
had begun every morning with five stripes of the cane on his palms. Lalu introduces himself to Mr. Long:
‘I was educated up to the eighth class at the church mission high school at Sherkot. | was in the boy
scout’s rally which you inspected there years ago’. Long appoints him the leader of the boy scouts.
Because of his education, he speaks in English with the British characters.

The natural alley of this education is his love for modern life. Lalu aspires for modern life. He
explains the advantages of train to his father, ‘I wouldn’t mind being a driver and going to Delhi and
Bombay with it. (train). And whatever you say, Bapu, you know you would not like to be carrying all
those sacks of grain to Manabad and Sherkot on your back. The bullock Cart drivers stop twenty times,
to smoke and to feed the bullocks, and they often get drunk and take two days and a night sometimes.
But you can send anything to town in an hour by the goods train’. He expects long boots, like American
farmers. To wear one set of clothes for work and another set during leisure hours is his dream. The
narrator reflects about his aspirations, ‘He (Lalu) would have to wait till he could make the land pay, and
he could afford to have a few Angrazithings for wearing on his holidays in the town, and cigarettesand a
revolver’. He wants to rebuild his village with the bricks. Lalu speaks in fluent English. This is nothing but
his adherence to modernity. He enjoys freedom from the traditional rituals of the village life. In town he
eats in Muslaman’s Shop and does his hair-cut. This presents him as the strong supporter of modern
life.

Like Bakhaand Munoo, Laluis also a victim of social and political forces. But, Lalu is not a passive
being. Things happen to him. He tries to react to these events, in his personal way. P. K. Rajan rightly
points out, ‘Lalu of The Village is up against a society of evils, a society of cliches, rituals and
superstitions’. Lalu shows his uncompromising opposition to the exploitative society. He is a rebel. He
revolts against the rituals of religion. His strong condemnation of Sikh rituals is explicit in the remark, ‘I
will have this forest of tangled overgrowth cut if | get to the town for the fair... As to this religion, its only
ritual... The Katch, Kara, Kirpan, Kesh and Kanga might well have been necessary when Guru Govind was
fighting Aurungzeb. Then it was said, he enjoined his men to wear shorts because he couldn’t get
clothes, bangles and swords for symbols, and long hair because he couldn’t get barbers to shave them,
and combs to tidy their hair. Such provisions were dictated by necessity and common sense. But as
anyone with a grain of intelligence said, what was the use of observing these conventions now that
there was no further need for them’. Finally, he does his hair-cut in town, for this he is forced to siton a
donkey with his blackened face. Even his family members beat and abuse him. This is the moment of
awareness for Lalu. This leads him to isolation. This incident in the novel makes Lalu aware of his fight.
He runs away from the tormenting crowd and tries to make out his position in these words, ‘That | was
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born on this land...That my mother gave birth to me while she worked in the fields... That these are my
fields... | wish | had never been born... | wish | had been born somewhere else, in some city, in some... in
any place other thanthisvillage, Oh, | wish I had never been born here, if they had to treat me like that...
the abuse...The shouts... Theinsults and... oh, how could they... they blackened my face... They put me...
All of them my own people... Oh, how could they... my own father and mother ... they used to pet me
and love me... my own brothers... that rouge, Hardit Singh... and my own mother, who never slept for
nights... Oh... disgraced forever... beaten and bruised...” This angry outburst is against family, the
tradition and the ritualistic religion. But this is not only an adolescent’s anger. The writer speaks
through this adolescent character. Anand told P. K. Rajan, ‘Even the Sikh faith has become ritual. The
subjection of my hero to utter humiliation was to me the abnegation of all human sense. Therefore, my
revolt against the main faiths of Indiais a revolt against the cliché, the claptrap of ritual’.

Lalu dislikes the ways of Mahant Nandgir. He dislikes the business of quacks in town. He hates
his family because they want to spend more money on ritual like his elder brother’s marriage. He
attacks and counter-attacks these traditional forces. He understands that the landlord, the Sahukar, the
police and villager’s firm faith in Karma are party to each other in the destruction of the village
economy. But his adolescent love-affair with Maya, his deep love for modern life, his sense of folk
poetry in him, verbal abuse of all the traditional forces are not enough to fight out the dehumanized
systems. He runs away from his village. The son of a soil becomes recruit No. 12444 to 2 platoon, B
Company in the 68th Rifles. He thinks that his position as a soldier will solve his problems. In the end of
the novel, he loses his father and prepares himself for the experience with the big war machine.

Generally, adolescents idealize some hero. Lalu praises zhandu for his bravery against police.
Anand’s personal adolescence also contributes to the development of this central character, G. S.
Balaram Gupta says, ‘The hero speaks for Anand when he talks of replacing the dirty, foul smelling
village with its crumbling hovels by a well built town’. Marlene Fisher gives her opinion based on her
conversation with Anand. She says, ‘The village does draw upon Mulk’s early life in Punjab. The hair-
cutting scene, is based upon what actually happened to a young uncle of Mulk’s and much about Lalu,
his warmth and intelligence, his impatience, rebelliousness and independence of mind is based upon
the character and personality of young mulk Raj Anand’. Like Bakha and Munoo, Lalu receives a series of
abusive words like, ‘son of bitch’, ‘illegally begotten’, ‘swine’, ‘the rouge’, ‘the spoiler of our religion’, ‘the
dog’, ‘through the course of action.

In a closed village life, Lalu tries to follow his love-affair with Maya. Maya is a fair-complexioned
girl of fourteen. Being an adolescent girl, she has no permission to walk about in the village. She meets
Lalu on her way to fair in town. Lalu feels her slender body in cart. He plays cards with her, Lalu
memorises Waris Shah’s Heer-Ranjah. Maya comes to his hours. Both of them begin their play. The
narrator comments, ‘Maya fell upon him, with a lovely helplessness, beating him, scratching him,
digging her fists into his sides as he laughed and shook from side to side to ward her off’. But this love-
scene is a kind of dream and illusion for them. Maya’s father tries to arrest Lalu for this act under
different pretext. After this incident, Lalu runs away from village. Lalu comes to know about the causes
of the destruction of his family. He is against all the evil and traditional forces. He tries to react to each
situation according to his capacities. His rebellion is his personal answer to the forces of society. He
leaves his village with these words, ‘Il won’t live in this cursed village.... and reaches Manabad and joins
army with this reflection, ‘If Ibecome the soldierin the army, | would become an employee of the Sarkar
andthe police couldn’tlay hands on me. And the money. | could earninthe army may help to pay off our
debts’. Krishan Nandan Sinha rightly remarks, ‘The village resisters with full force the collision between
the adolescent and the adult world, Its basic theme is the helplessness of its hero, half-child, half-adult,
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ina predominantly callous world’.

METHODOLOGY:

In the mentioned matter for Lalu information in this article. Some methods are life related for
Lalu is was straggle in our life. Lalu’s frame, his well-rounded limbs and the general air of well being
impressed the people. Lalu works with concentration on his ancestral land.

CONCLUSION:
Conclude the article all about matter for Lalu. The social forces shape his personality as a rebel
against the British Government. He raises his banner of protest against all the tools of exploitation.
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