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SRIRANGAM- A GREAT CENTRE OF VAISHNAVA CULT

A. Sivasamy installed in the form of idols or images are calledya
Ph.D. Research Scholar, Department of Dedam. The 40Divya Desam in Chola Nadu are located
History. Annamalai University in Tiruchirappalli, Thanjavur and other districtsls®.

Annamalinagar Among all theDivya Desam or Purana kshetrams,

Absiract - Srirangam is in the forefront and sung by the Arfiva

The twelve Tamil Vaishnava Alvars had sun _ - : . . ,
much about the Vaishnava shrines in their respectfy® /ords: Religion, Vaishnavism, Bhakti, Achariyars,

pasurams which are compiled adNalayira Divya Alwakrsi,_ Slriran%am, _Ramanuja, Saivism, V_adaltkalai,
Prabhandam by Natha Muni. The Vaishnavéren alai, Alavandar, Divya Desas, Hymns, Festival.

Shrines are scattered in different parts of theidnd

sub-continent. According to Vaishnava principles tANTRODUCTION : _ _ o
dwelling shrines of Lord Narayana in the form of ~ The role of Srirangam in the political history of
archa, which is accessible by devotes are callé@dia from almost a very ancient period is rembtéaln
Divya Desam. The total Vaishnava shrines, 108 ifh€ sphere of religion, its role was not smalheit
number, sung by 12 Vaishnava Azhvars known Rgligion is the fundamental factor of Indian higtdong
Divya Desam, are known for their sanctity andoefore the stone age when man has been governed by
sacredness. Among the five forms of God callé@shakable faith in God. The history of India is
Param, Vyuham, Vibhavam, Andharyamituam and abounding with a number of religions and faithseTh
Archanai, the last one alone can be seen an@ligions of India have run through the countryeliks
observed either by devotion Bhakti for achieving Tvers and enriched glorified its knowledge, adslture
his grace. That also is possible in all the plac&C. Itis known that right from very ancient tisn€amil

where Lord Narayanas aboded. Hence the shrinedladu has been governed by religious thoughts and
or places or abodes or temples in which God is ~ actions, from historical evidenceThe inscriptions of

Vaishnavism give adequate proof of the rich cbuotion
of Srirangam in the growth and development of retig
and faith in Tamil Nadu.

The Bhakti movement made radical changes in
the religion based society. Since, the Pallavaogeri
Hinduism flourished in two directions. The Alvarada
Nayanmars spread the Hindu principles among the
common people. In the period, for this first tinmthe
history of South India, the Hindu religion reachedhe
masses. As a result, the joint system of worship
developed. This was one of the greatest achievenadnt
the Bhakthi movement.
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The island of Srirangam was recognized early aceed site lying within the holy river Kaveri, atwio
temples were founded there, one dedicated to VisttmRanganatha and another to Shiva as Jambukashvar
Vaishnavism and Saivism were the two eyes of HismuiReligious and devotional activities of the Ak/and
Nayanmars resulted in the growth of Vaishnavism 8ad/ism at Srirangam. These principles radiateth@n
society through religious movements. It enjoys etgatay the position of one of the sacred placegilgfimage
in India . The paper is proposed to review thsitmn of Vaishnavism in Srirangam, during theipérunder
study.

Vaishnavism and Srirangam

Vainavam is the Tamil word for Vaishnavism in SaitskThe meaning for the name ‘Vishnu' is
omnipresent (Sarva Vyabi). The learned personstesythe Lord Kannan exists everywhere, even eiigpdlar
and atom. Vaishnavists thought the supreme Godirxisverywhere, by given a shape to him and naraing
Vishnu and they pray to him. In practice, theyduall Vaisinavism. He is the one who has created tbddw
saving it and also destroys it. There are alserottames for Vishnu, that is Narayanan , VasudetenThe
names also indicate that he exists everywhere.avaim was without any patronage. Since Vishnu ishipped
with Sree, in Tamil Nadu, it is known as Sree vaara. Considering the sree Vainava righteous conalvetrs
and achariyars have developed. These achariyathangeople who spread Vainava principle in thelimal
period. The acharyas we re in fact the makers afemoVaishnavism.

Vishnu, the second deity of the trinity of Hindudgo is responsible for the sustenance, protectioch a
maintenance of the created universe. A gentlentp\god representing the heart, he is the focumtese
devotional worship by large percentage of the Ingiapulation. To ward off the extraordinary petilat threaten
creation, Vishnu frequently incarnates himself. hies appeared as Rama, Krishna, the Buddha and other
incarnations. The Nanmugan gopuram, shown in tleéogihaph, is 13 storieys tall and completely costesith
intricately carved, brightly painted statues of theany carnations of Vishnu. More than being just an
extraordinary expression of art, these sculptunestfon as three-dimensional story-books of Hindahmology.
Similar in purpose to the stained glass windowg&wfope’s cathedrals, these beautiful sculpture® wdended
to visually communicate religious myths to a laygdliterate population. For 2000 years the temptds
Srirangam have been a center of Bhakti Yoga, wirial be defined as the practice of devotional Idvgod as a
spiritual path leading to enlightenment. Becausehef generous financial support of the temple bymenous
dynasties of ancient India, Srirangam has alwags leehaven for persons wishing to dedicate thedslito the
practice of meditation and devotion. Many of Indiaost loved saints and sages have spent timérah@m
including the Eleventh Century sage Ramanuja whetliand was buried temple grounds.

Srirangam Ranganatha Temple

Located in the city of Tiruchirappalli, on a smaland between branches of the rivers Kaveri and
Coleroon, stands the massive temple of Srirangdra.rost revered of the 108 pilgrimage shrines shifiand
the largest temple complex in all of India, it isr®unded by seven concentric walls (the outermadithaving a
perimeter of over 3 kilometers) and 21 towers cafjepurams. Srirangam enshrines a statue of Vistelining
on great serpent. A legend tells that this idohwn as Sri Ranganatha, was being transported altrdissto Sri
Lanka by the sage Vibhisana. Resting from his &fffor a while, he set the statue upon the groyatwhen
ready to continue his journey, he found the stat magically bound itself to the earth. A hundnedds could
not budge the idol, so a small temple was builtraveThe temple complex which has since grown adbthe
statue has been rebuilt and enlarged many times theesands of years and its original date of faumds
unknown to archaeology. Most of the temple comlnding today, including a grand hall of 1000 Iiéaly
sculptured pillars, was constructed between thetEenth and Seventeenth Centuries.
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Srirangam is also listed as one of the Navagrdiaast, or temples representing the planets. Thia sou
Indian temples in this group are: Suryanarcdile $un ; Tirupati -the Moon ; Palani-Mars; MaduMercury ;
Tiruchendur —Jupiter; Srirangam —Venus; Tirunalk8aturn .

There is a large volume of evidence to show thashfeavism also flourished in Srirangam from the
Sangam age. Th&ilappadigaramof the Sangam age refers to Vishnu as Mayon hisd temple as
Nilamaninediyonkoyil. Some of the early Pallavadsnbear the names, such as Vishunugopa, Kumarayishn
Narasimha etc. They call themselves as Parambh@g®rektya Aradhits Simhavishnu and the invocatory
verses to Vishnu in their inscriptions reveal otiigir association with Vaishnavism and the Bhagaeait. It
was only during the period of the Pallavas of Simhavishnu line that the Vaishnavites strove Jeayd to
establish the superiority of Vaisnavism againstpgheallel movement of the Saivites. During the &all period
Vaishnavism indeed enjoyed a unique honour andiponsis evidenced by the structural and rock-coiptes
built by them. Attempts were made by the adherefi8aivism and Vaishnavism, throughout the lonigielis
history of the Tamil Country, to place Siva or Mishin an exalted position with the help of Purditerature
that were written from time to time. The fluctuat$oin their growth and influence were mostly deaman the
political powers which took sides in this silenttlmof the religions.

Vadakalai and Thenkalai

In Vaishnavism there are two divisions of peoplé}; Vadakalayar (Vadakalai) (ii) Thenkalayar
(Thenkalai)

In the Sangam age, there was no deviations suttadakalai and Thenkalai. This is established in the
book, ‘Sanga Thamizhar SamayanBut after the period of Emperumanar, duringpiedod of Koorathazhvan,
Thirukkurgai Piran Pillan, Sri Vishnu Sithar ali&@ngalzhuvan, Sri Barasapara Battar , though thexse w
administrative differences in Vaishnava religioreigsted. But there were no difference of opiniertustomary
principles and activities.

During the period of Sri Vethantha Desikar, if orsuld read and understand the books written by
Achariyars, Sri Vethantha Desikar has clearly stabout his difference of opinion. In his periodere was
difference of opinion between himself and his poedsor Achariyars. But there is no proof eithetheti or
indirectly regarding the two classifications (Vadki and Thenkalai) of Vaishnavisi.

The important religious leaders who was associaittdKanchi was Yadavaprakasa. The Vaijayanti, one
of the earliest works on lexicography, has beefibated to him. Born near Kanchi and a residenKafichi, he
had the privilege of being the preceptor of theovemed religious reformer, Ramanuja (1017-1137 AlhD is
the propagator of the Visisht Advaita philosophheTdoctrinal differences between the teacher hadaught
were, however, settled and the teacher Yadavagmakeho was originally a follower of the advaitaith was
converted by his own pupil to Vaishnavism. The tapan of Ramanujacharya was so great that itsspfar and
wide attracting the attention of the pontiff at r&higam. The Pontiff Alavandar, otherwise known as
Yamunacharya is believed to have made many atteimmisng Ramanuja to Srirangam and to install bimthe
pontifical throne as his successor. The Koyil Olugumple record of Srirangam, states that Alavamigguted
Alvar Tiruvaranagaperumal Arayar on a special mis$o Srirangam where he pleased Lord Sri Rangarveith
his musical talents and sought divine permissiantake Ramanuja to Srirangam. The same work adats th
Periyanumbi another disciple of Alavandar, was seitanchi on a similar mission, with inscriptiotasrecite the
stotraratna, a string of poems in praise of Lordadaraja specially composed for this occasion. Emigld by the
beauty and melody of the composition, Ramanuja,hearing its recital, readily agreed to accompany
Periyanambi to meet and pay respects to the awuthtine composition. The meeting did not materiakse
Alavandar passed away before Ramanuja reachedutskirts of Srirangam. The advice of the great a@ha
which was posthumously conveyed to him, had theretbseffect and, in accordance with the wisheshef t
deceased, Ramanuja took religious guidance undgraRembi and succeeded Alavandar as the pontifieat
of the math at Srirangafn.
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Alvars
Among the Vaishnava centers of pilgrimage it vigaaly with the famous Tirupati of Venkatachala or

Venkatesa, better known in the North as Balaji, bad been eulogized by almost all the Vaishnavatsair
Alvars among whom some lived at this place and niadiee scene of their devotional activities. Proemit
among them were Kulasekhara, the Chera king whourered his kingdom only to devote his life to teevice
of this god and settled down at Srirangam withdaigghter Cherakulavalli, and Tirumangaimannan amatlan,
the chief who betook to banditry for the sole pwg®f embellishing with the looted money, the Lafd
Srirangam. He is said to have looted the goldergémaf Buddha at the Vihara at Nagapattinam and thisth
gold renovated certain parts of the temple. Theenafrminor Alvars such as Tondaradippodi and Tingbaar
who was born at Uraiyur near Srirangam are alsmected with this temple. Ramanujacharya, the gipastle
of the Visishtadvaita Srivaishnavism spent as n&s1$0 years of his long life as the administratigad of this
temple and effected many reforms in its internahagement.

Hymns of Alvars

The Alvars have praised the Gods presiding overvidmious shrines in India. They have composed
hymns about one or the other of different shrifasg. all these have taken up in their works only ti@ple of
Ranganatha at Srirangam and no other place of thtelNittirupadas-108 holy Vaishnava Shrines hagenb
praised by all. This accounts for the special irntgpore and sacredness of the shrine at this pldmepfaise by
these Alvars about the various shrines are corddmghe Tamil work Nalayiraprabhand&rirangam is the most
important of the hundred and eight Divya desas syriipe Alvars in their sacred hymhs.

Poigai Alvar: “The blue-colored Lord Mahavishnu is worshippestehin the name of Sri Ranganatha.
Even the sacred vedas could not properly mentiemtérits of this deity. Let me ever be thinking-dfn to save
me a re-birth again”.

Bhutattalvat® “It is you Lord that during your avatar as Sriskma tore to pieces the Bakastnaho
disguised himself as a crane and troubled your téego You preside over the shrines at Srirangam,
Tirukkoshtriyur, Tirupati, Tirunirmalai, Tanjore,jflithankal and Mahabalipuram to bless the devotees”

Payalvat> “O Lord, it is to save the sufferings of your déses on earth that
incarnated as Vamana and begged of King Mahabalktfeet of land”.

Tirumalisai Alval® “Who could know properly the merits of this Longho at the alone at the time of
destruction of the whole world, floats in the OcedrMilk. In Anbil near Srirangam you are much @e&d and
worshipped. | feel insensible while concentrating tmoughts on you. It is to save the world that yoeside at
Kumbakonam, Kanchipuram, Tiruvellore, Srirangam Angil”.

Nammalvat* “After coming in sight of you, O Lord! | feel réess. During the deluge you kept the earth
in your belly and thus protected the universe. \Wtarer | turn my eye | feel you. It is to protewet virtuous you
incarnated on earth as Sri Rama. To distributdtart@mbrosia) to Devas you incarnated as kurnaatofse);
you saved Prahlada by slaying Hiranyakasispu. Twove pangs of a mortal you shine at this spot. gifting
the mountain Govardhana in your Krishnavatar yowenide people understand what you were, You, astim
appear as Siva, Brahma and so forth in various Sofwven the TulaSi (Ocymum sanctum) plant at your feet
saves all from their sufferings by their accepiirgeartily”

Kulasekaralvdf: The gem on the hood of the serpent, over whichpreside, gives special attraction to
the place. | am ever anxious to stand by the sidgome pillars close by your garbhagriham and deziag you.
Sages Tumhuru, Narada as also Brhama, Siva, laditather devas are ever mediating on you at theepThe
Panchayudha, i.e., the five weapons- Sankha, Ch8kranga, Gada and Danda with all powerful Gagudad
you on all sides. To save Arjuna, you by Chakrath& sun during the day and thus caused nighteeajir By
sucking, you overcame the disguised Bhutaki toushfravatar.

Periyalvat”: “At one time, to enable the virtuous Pandava &ilung by saved king Parkshit. To place the
ardent devotee Vibhishana, you remain you heraggitie south, wherein his kingdom lay. You savejb®id®
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when he cried for your help | also entreat you thmussave me at times of my distress. You repretient
Panchabhutams (five elements) at this sacred place.

Tondaradipodi Alvar: “I feel the greatest pleasure is praising youL@®d ! As during the life of a
mortal, major part is covered by sleep during diolad, old age, etc., | do not pray for a re-birshtleereby my
mind to think of you is shortened. All Hindus extéme Buddhists and Jains, who act contrary tosétic dictate
must get themselves free from their human birtl, amorship you. Sir Rama who, by the more dispatch
solitary arrow made the vast oc&hdisappear, blessed Vibhishana in this form of yalorighty. The prescribed
daily rites of one could also be neglected provideds before u always.”

Tirumangai Alvaf: “You made Brahma, the God of Creation, appeayour navel. You shine at this
spot like the most precious gem”.

Tiruppanalva?: “Being the first that appeared in creation iyis only that could save the whole world”.

Ekadas Festival

The Ekadasi festival which is observed in Srirangakes place on the eleventh day of each fortrilght
the year and there are thus annually some 24 sétbelebrations occurring alternately in the dasket brighter
phases of the moon. The festival is said to commatadhe victory of the Ekadasi goddess who oveectra
asuras (demon$j.

The shrines visited and glorified by them becamly ptaces (Divya Desas). The temple at Srirangam
and the Deity enshrined therein have been sundj oy them. A total of 247 hymns in the Nalayiramfound to
be dedicated to the Lord of Srirangam as showhaerfdllowing Table.

Name of Alvars Number of Hymns
Sungto
Srirangam

Periyalva 35
Andal 10
Kulasekhara Alve 31
Trumalisai Alvar 14
Tondaradippodi Alva 55
Tirrukppanalvar 10
Tirumangai Alvai 73
Poygai Alvar 1
Bhoothatalvar 4
Peyalva 2
Nammalval 12

Total Hymn: 247
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All the Acharyas have composed stotras in praisehef Lord and Ranga Nachiar. Vedanta desika
composed Paduka sahasram (1008 slokas) in diffenetérs.Numerous inscriptions appear on the wailts a
other places. They exceed over 600. They furngstvith a variety of information about the benefacti made
by the ruling classes from time to time and alsoualthe social, economic and political conditions.

Thus the Sriranganathaswami temple in Tiruchirfipgstrict was existed even during the peridd o
the twelve Tamil Vaishnava Alvars. But the temgééned popularity after Ramanuja. Even though the&
have sung them. On par with the Sriramgample, which is hailed & iya Kovil, the other 10Divya
Desams continue the rituals and traditions. After the @betion of Ardhajamam, it is be lived that all the other
deities assemble at Srirangam. As the herediinasdars, Sabayor and Sthalathar maintain this temple , the
other temples also follow suit. It is worth to mentthat all theVadakalai and Tenkalai set of Vaishnavite
people in all the 10Bivya Desams execute their worship in a uniform pattern onlthsis of the directives issued
by Ramanuja. Hence these temples have identiged, fatuals and festivals. Srirangam, the citadél
Vaishnavists and the place from there all\dlaesshnava Samprodaya spread to different parts of the world. Only
in this temple Mandapa Kambar releasedkambaramayana. Ramanuja ordered to establish his 58 mutts only
from there. Thus this centre is known for its higtal value and importance.
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9. He first appeared in the tank attached to the kerop Tinivekkha at Conjeevaram as an Amsa (forin) o
Panchajanya. Being the first of all the Alvars wes named as Mudalalvan(@dalin Tamil means the first).
His contemporaries were Bhutattalvar and Peyalvao all chanced to meet at Tirukoilur and who fag th
sake of the god of the people composed varioussvork

10. .This Alvar first appeared in Kurukkathi tree in Mabalipuram on vitta star (delphijnt) day.

11. There is a sculptural representation of this Asuithe gopuram at Tirukkukvalai near Kilvelur, Ngogitnam
taluk.

12. In a Sevvali flower in the tank attached to a Viislshrine in Mylapore, he first appeared. He hadwaced
the world and led an indifferent sort of life; herlee was named Peyalvar. Even now the well is @oiatt
and it is held in much reverence by the Vaishnavite

13. He was born as an Amsa (form) of Sudarsana andihenly keen contention with rudra. Though neglected
by the sage Bhargava to whom he first appearedred fvell and visited Triplicane and lastly endeddays
in Kumbakonam.

14. He was born and brought up under the Tamarinditrédvar Tirunagari. It is on a Vaigasi Visaka dag
was born. For ten years he prayed under this tfiseoriginal name was Maran.

15. The legend in connection with this holy planthattthe Asura Jalandara, who immensely troubledi¢vas,
had in his wife Brinda such a chaste and pure wotiainher virtue guarded him against all his wrongis
her good qualities that prevented even the goas &reercoming him. At last, Vishnu promised to risiur
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

on her modesty by engaging Himself with her while Devas were fighting with him. Accordingly in the
disguise of their husband he approached her agjtthba came out victorious in the fight while sheswa
fasting and praying for her husband’s success. Wihenwent out to extent her arms to embrace Him she
detected the fraud played by the Lord; thereafier antered the funeral pyre immediately. The loediH
atoned for the wrong done to this innocent womartdnysing her premature death and He intended o giv
her salvation; but this course he had to adopttHergood of the Devas, who were much teased by this
wretched Jalandara. While thus in his anxious masnkis tears fell over the ashes of Brinda, up eus
pretty little plant which he called in joy Tulasiuta means ‘equal’ or ‘like’ andsi, ‘thou art’). From that time
this plant became the chief object of worship tehviu. Even the most fragrant flowers are not etpu#iis
plant in the eye of the Lord. The place where Baimlied was called Brindavana or the garden of Brind
Later on even the pots and spots where this plastreared began to be named accordingly. Thistgaive
Brinda at the hands of the Lord took place on thelfth day in the light fortnight of the month of Kartika
(November-Dvadasi and the worship to Vishnu unbisrplant then is said to secure special merits.

He was King of Quilon and as a strong devotee ahd&ishnu, relinquished his government, went to
Srirangam and remained there worshipping the Ldedworked a miracle when he was charged to prawe hi
innocence of theft, by dipping his hand in a pattaing a snake and coming out unscathed.

He was born at Srivilliputtur as an amsa of garlieing a strong devotee of Sri Krishna he composed
hymns in His honour. He demanded large wealth fkorg Vallabhadeva of the Pandya Country and out of
renovated the temple at Srivilliputtur. To him appesl the famous Andal as daughter from the earth Adi
Puram day. He was first named Vishnusittar. He Spisrlast days in Srirangam.

It is said that this incident, which has been edpin most of the sculptural representations aplaites,
originally took place in the mountain of Trikutachtne details thereof are mentioned in bhagavatam.

.Born at Tirumandankudi, he proceeded to Srirangduite young, raised flower gardens and worshipped S
Ranganada daily with the flowers there from. Healways sculptured with a basket (kudalai) on hand
containing flowers.

The details of this incident are narrated in Raanayand the place where this incident occurredeistified

as Tiruppullani in Ramnad district.

He had his birth in a low caste as an amsa of §aran Tiruvali Tirunagari near Shiyali and was
Commander-in-Chief of the Chola army. He is alwagmesented in sculptures with a sword in hanid. lie
that renovated most of the Vaishnava shrines. Hieahleeen contest with the famous Tamil saint Satdran
at Shiyali and that defeated the Buddhists in Natregm, removed the golden Buddha figure and ot of
had the Vimana at Srirangam covered with gold plate

He appeared in a field at Urayur near Trichinomohg was picked out by a low caste man. While hisita

to approach the Lord in the temple, he was cawiedhoulder and the Lord ordered his being frediyitted

to his presence.

Jagadisa Ayyar, P.\Vop. cit., p. 614.
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