
ORIGINAL ARTICLE

ISSN No : 2230-7850

International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal 

Indian Streams 

Research Journal

Executive Editor
Ashok Yakkaldevi

Editor-in-Chief
H.N.Jagtap

Vol 6 Issue 6 July 2016



Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathematical Sciences, 
University of South Carolina Aiken

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN
Faculty of Philosophy and Socio-Political 
Sciences Al. I. Cuza University, Iasi

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature 
Department, Kayseri

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana
Dept of Chemistry, Lahore University of 
Management Sciences[PK]

Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang
PhD, USA

                                                  ......More

Kamani Perera
Regional Center For Strategic Studies, Sri 
Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy
Librarian, University of Malaya

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest, 
Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus PopPhD, Partium Christian 
University, Oradea,Romania

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade
ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri,MS India

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur 
University,Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education, 
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji 
University,Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance 
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College, 
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary,Play India Play,Meerut(U.P.)

Iresh Swami
Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar
S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Sonal Singh,
Vikram University, Ujjain

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University, 
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science 
YCMOU,Nashik

 S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University, 
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava
Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Annamalai University,TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra
Maulana Azad National Urdu University

 Editorial Board

International Advisory Board

Welcome to ISRJ
ISSN No.2230-7850

          Indian Streams Research Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English, 
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed 
referred by members of the editorial board.Readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes 
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595                                                                                             

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi  258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.isrj.org

Regional Editor
Manichander Thammishetty
Ph.d Research Scholar, Faculty of Education IASE, Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Mr. Dikonda Govardhan Krushanahari
Professor and Researcher ,
Rayat shikshan sanstha’s, Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu College, Kolhapur.



ISSN:  Impact Factor : Volume Issue July 2230-7850      4.1625(UIF)             - 6 |  - 6 |  - 2016 

COMPARATIVE  LITERATURE

1Available online at www.lsrj.in

Indian Streams Research Journal

INTRODUCTION: 
Comparative Literature is an interdisciplinary field; it studies literature across national borders, 

across time period, across language, across genes, across boundaries.  It provides geographically and 
chronologically a broader perspective on the literary and cultural achievement of human kind than is 
possible from within a single literature alone.

Comparative Literature crosses the barriers of borders of single language and national 
literature.  Comparative Literature studies a literature with reference to other literatures, generally on 
a bi- or multilingual or national basis.

After Goethe’s proclamation in 1827 that national literature did not mean much any more and 
that the time for world literature approaching, literary studies all over the world gradually moved 
towards deprovincialization, towards working together for a better literary and social consciousness.

Comparative Literature as a distinct discipline has been nurtured in Western universities for 
more than 150 years.  It became a subject of study in the latter part of the 19th century.

Though comparative literature as a literary concept is of recent origin, comparison as a tool of 

Dr. Nagaratna V. Parande
Asst. Prof. of English , Rani Channamma University Belagavi, Karnataka.

ABSTRACT  
omparative Literature is 
emblematic of the urge Cfor the convergence in 
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COMPARATIVE  LITERATURE

criticism has been in use since the birth of criticism. “The method of comparison is not peculiar to 
comparative literature; it is ubiquitous in all literary study and in all sciences, social and natural.  Nor 
does literary study, even in the practice of the most orthodox comparative scholars, proceed by the 
method of comparison alone.  Any literary criticism will not only compare but reproduce, analyse, 
interpret, evoke, evaluate, generalize etc, in all one page”.2 ( Rene Wellek, p.17).

It was Matthew Arnold who used the term ‘Comparative Literature’ for the first time in English, 
in 1848.  He wrote – “How plain it is now, though an attention to the comparative literature for the last 
fifty years might have instructed any one of it that England is in a certain sense a  behind the 
continent.”3 (GWE Russell, p.8).  But it was a private letter not published till 1895.  In English the 
decisive use was by Posnett, who used the term on the title of his book in 1886.  In France, Villemain 
was the first to use the term.

The word ‘Comparative Literature’ has given rise to debates over the years.  There is no 
consensus about its meaning, scope and  methods.  According to Wellek and Warren the term 
comparative literature initially meant the study of oral literature, especially of the themes of folk tales, 
in relation to their migration into higher artistic literature.  They also defined that the study of 
relationships between two or more literatures comes under the purview of comparative literature.  In 
addition they propounded the conception, which identified comparative literature with the study of 
literature in its totality with world literature.  They envisage the ideal of the unification of  all literature 
into one great synthesis, where each nation would play its role without abandoning its individuality.

Van Tieghem defined comparative literature  thus: “The object of comparative literature is 
essentially the study of diverse literatures in their relation with one another”.4 (qtd in Rene Wellek, 
p.15).  He confines comparative literature to binary relations.  As Wellek says, 

“Comparative literature in the narrow sense of binary relations cannot make a meaningful 
discipline, as it would have to deal only with 'foreign trade’ between fragments of literary production”.5 
(qtd in Rene Wellek, p.15).

A more inclusive definition is given by H.H. H. Remak. He puts  it, “The study of literature beyond 
the confines of one particular country of the study of the relationships between literature on one hand 
and the other areas of knowledge and belief, such as the arts, philosophy, history the social sciences, 
religion, etc, on the other hand”.6 (qtd in Rene Wellek, p.15)

Comparative literature emerged as a new discipline to work against the notion of national 
literatures.  Its final aim is to visualize the total literary activities of man as a single universe.  As Rene 
Wellek says – “Comparative literature has crystallized the movement against the romantic emphasis on 
a single national literature; it obviously cannot and should not disperse of this basis in the study of 
single works and single literatures and will not and cannot ignore national differences.  But it will 
transcend them and aim at a distant ideal goal, a universal literary history, and a universal literary 
theory.”7 

Comparative literature needs at least two literatures to start with.  But this dual concern is not 
sufficient to meet all the demands of comparative literature.  Because comparative literature views the 
literatures  produced in all languages and in all countries as an indivisible whole. A comparatist has to go 
beyond one language and one literature.  He has to extend his area of investigation to as many 
languages and literatures as possible.  

“A comparatist is hardly in a position to exercise any aesthetic judgment in choosing the best 
works in all languages of the world.  He is concerned mainly with the relationships, the resemblances 
and differences between national literatures; with their convergences and divergences.  He has to work 
within a rigorous frame work to avoid subjective predilections and personal preferences.  But at the 
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same time he wants to arrive at a certain general understanding of literary activities of man and to help 
create a universal poetics.  Goethe wanted the common reader to come out of the narrow confines of 
his languages and geography and to enjoy the finest achievements of man. The comparatist also wants 
to come out of the confines of language and geography, but not so much to identify the best in all 
literatures as to understand the relationships between literatures in their totality”.8 (Sisir kumar Das, 
p.96)  

National literatures have played great social roles in different countries.  Literature has played a 
role in creating a sense of cultural superiority.  “The study of national literature is not tough for any 
nation.  No national literature howsoever powerful, is sufficient to counteract the innate provincialism 
of man; no national literature, no single literature, howsoever rich is rich enough to present the highest 
literary achievements of man.  The study of literature, then, has to be directed towards these goals, one 
dependent on the other, namely an enlargement of taste and an inheritance of the total achievement 
of literature”.9 (Sisir Kumar Das, p.6).

The present age has shown keen interest in the variety of literatures produced in different 
languages of the world.  Earlier people were happy with their own literary achievement.  They did not 
have any desire to know the literature of other countries. The exclusiveness of the ancients began to 
break down gradually with changes in political and religious lives.  Today the impact of one literature on 
another has become a part of the creative process.  The revolution in transport and communication, 
especially internet has made the world a global village.  People have realized the immensity of the 
world literature – Today’s reader is more knowledgeable about the literatures of various nations than 
readers in the preceding centuries.  The translations of classics have created a silent revolution.  “The 
greatest singular effort of the availability of significant works of literatures of different nations in 
translation is liberalization and an enlargement of taste”.10(Sisir Kumar Das, pp.6-7).

The growth of multi-lingual situations, migrations of people from one country to another has 
created awareness of literatures of other countries.

The concept of comparative literature is more relevant to multi-lingual and multi-cultural 
nation like India to rediscover the unity of the country.  “Comparative Literature in the broader sense 
sees the unity of human consciousness and the unity underlying the different ways in which the human 
spirit has sought expression creatively, producing different cultural patterns”.11(K. Chellappan, p.110).

Comparative Literature provides readers a serious, sustained understanding of cultures beyond 
their own and helps them to become better global citizens.

As Wellek says, Comparative Literature is a genre of literary research without boundaries of 
language, ethics and politics.  It aims at studying all genres of literature from an international angle 
because all creative literary writings and experience have an aspect of unity.  There exists the distant 
ideal of anticipating from the international angle the establishment of a global history of literature and 
global studies of literature. The scope of its research covers historically unrelated phenomena in 
language and style’, as well as origins and influence in history. Comparative Literature studies both the 
history of literature and theories of criticism.

For the study of various literatures comparison is the main tool.  As Eliot says comparison and 
analysis are the chief tools of the critic.  Anybody who wants to bring out the specialties of a work 
compares it unconsciously and automatically with similar works.  But for a comparatist the method of 

WHY COMPARATIVE LITERATURE?

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY:
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comparison becomes fundamental.  He compares consciously, “Comparative Literature is explicitly 
comparative.  It tries to be systematic without being eclectic and this single-mindedness implies a 
method”12 (I.N. Choudhary, p.3).

But Comparative Literature cannot be confined to comparison alone.  Instead various methods 
including description, the portrayal of characteristics, interpretation, narration, explanation and 
evaluation should be used as frequently as ‘comparison’13 (Warren and Wellek, p. 3)

International contextualism in literary history and comparative criticism are the laws which 
determine the overall plan or method for the proper understanding of the field. 14 (I.N. Choudhary, p.3)

Now comparative literature has taken shape into a five dimensional discipline:

Thematic studies or thematics
Genre studies or geneology
Influence studies
Comparative poetics
Translation studies 

1) K. Chellappan, “Thematology in Comparative Indian Literature: Matter and Method”, Aspects of 
Comparative Literature: Current Approaches, Ed.Chandra Mohan, New Delhi: India Publishers and 
Distributers, 1989, p.109.
2) Rene Wellek, Discriminations, Yale: Yale University Press, 1971, p.17.
3) GWE Russell, Ed. Matthew Arnold Letters I, Macmillan Co, 1904, p.8
4) qtd in Rene Wellek, Discriminations , op.cit.,  p.15.
5) Ibid.
6) Ibid.
7) Ibid. 
8) Sisir Kumar Das, “Why Comparative Indian Literature?” Comparative Literature: Theory and Practice, 
Ed. Amiya Dev, Sisir Kumar Das, Shimla:Indian Institute of Advanced Study,1988,  p.96.
9) Sisir Kumar Das, “Muses in isolation”, Comparative Literature: Theory and Practice,Ed.Amiya Dev, 
Sisir Kumar Das, Shimla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study,1988, p.6.
10) Sisir Kumar Das, “Muses in isolation”, op.cit., pp.6-7.
11) K. Chellappan, “Thematology of CIL”, p.110
12) I.N. Choudhary, Comparative Indian Literature: Some Pespectives,    New Delhi: Sterling 
Publishers,1992, p.3.
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