Vol 6 Issue 3 April 2016 ISSN No : 2230-7850

International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal

Indian Streams
Research Journal

Executive Editor Editor-in-Chief
Ashok Yakkaldevi H.N.Jagtap




RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595

Welcome to ISRJ

ISSN No.2230-7850

Indian Streams Research Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English,
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed
referred by members of the editorial board.Readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

Manichander Thammishetty

Regional Editor

Ph.d Research Scholar, Faculty of Education IASE, Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Mr. Dikonda Govardhan Krushanahari
Professor and Researcher ,

Rayat shikshan sanstha’s, Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu College, Kolhapur.
International Advisory Board

Kamani Perera
Regional Center For Strategic Studies, Sri
Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy
Librarian, University of Malaya

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest,
Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus PopPhD, Partium Christian
University, Oradea,Romania

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade
ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri, MS India

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur
University,Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education,
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji
University,Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College,
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary,Play India Play,Meerut(U.P.)

Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathematical Sciences,
University of South Carolina Aiken

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN
Faculty of Philosophy and Socio-Political
Sciences Al. I. Cuza University, lasi

Editorial Board

Iresh Swami
Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature
Department, Kayseri

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana
Dept of Chemistry, Lahore University of
Management Sciences[PK]

Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang
PhD, USA

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University,
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science
YCMOU,Nashik

S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University,
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava

S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Sonal Singh,
Vikram University, Ujjain

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi 258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.isrj.org

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Annamalai University, TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra
Maulana Azad National Urdu University



ISSN: 2230-7850 Impact Factor : 4.1625(UIF) Volume - 6 | Issue - 3 | April - 2016

Indian Streams Research Journal

INTRODUCING O.HENRY AS A SHORT
STORY WRITER

Shobha Bhimasha
Ph.D Research Scholar, Dept.of English,
Gulbarga University, Kalaburagi, Karnataka.

ABSTRACT

The Great American Journalist and Short Story Writer William Sidney Porter , better
unknown as O.Henry . O Henry is his pen name . His real name was William Sidney Porter, but he
became more famous under his pen name of O.Henryin American Literature.

KEYWORDS :American Literature , Great American Journalist,draftsman, journalist..

INTRODUCTION :
William Sidney Porter was born in Greensboro, Guilford County, North Carolina on 11th
September 1862. William Sidney Porter as he himself expressed it “ was born and raised in North

Carolina”. He had sought freedom
and self expression through his
writings rather than fame. In fact,
he shunned publicity with timidity
ofachild.

O. Henry visited many cities such as
Texas, New Orleans, Hoston ,
Honduras and New York. In Austin
he took number of jobs over the
next several years, including
pharmacist, draftsman, journalist
and clerk.

William Sidney Porter works based on Texas and New York city life. He spent a lot of time in
both city. When he was working as a Bank Teller in the First National Bank of Austin. Shortly
thereafter, he was arrested for embezzlement in connection with the previous employment in Austin

After few months William Sidney Porter was found guilty of embezzlement, he sentenced
five years jail. While he was in jail, he began to write short stories to earn money to support his
daughter Margaret. His first story signed “O. Henry” appeared in McClure’s magazine in 1899 under
the title “Whistling Dick’s Christmas Stocking”, a major figure inthe history of the American Short
Story hadentered upon his profession.
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O.Henry’s stories became more popular among readers inthe U.S. South West and in Central
America. William Sidney Porter Published atleast fourteen shortstories onthe name of James L. Bliss
,in prison . After six months William Sidney Porter released from the prison on his good behaviour and
innocent, his term of sentences was also reduced from five years to three years. In 1901 he released
from the prison and changed his name to “O.Henry” to hide his past identity. This name he got from a
Jail Warden called ‘Orrin Henry'.

O.Henry learnedthe art of storytelling from his reading of Harte, Kipling and Maupassant but
his humorous, energetic style alsoshow theinfluence of Mark Twainand Ambrose Bierce.

In 1902, O.Henry went to New York city. Where he wrote about three hundred and seventy
short stories and ten collections of Short Stories . His First collection is “Cabbages and Kings” and
second collection of short stories is “ The Four Million” his well known stories are “The Gift of the
Magi”, “The Furnishned Room”, “The Trimmed Lamp” , “The Last Leaf”, “A Muncipal Report”, “The
Voice of the city” and “The Pendulum”.

From which stories he became more popular. In New York’s magazine so many writers said
that O.Henry, variously styled “The American Kipling”, “The American de Maupassant”, “The
American Gogol”, “The Bret Harte of the city”, “ The Homer of the Tander Lion”, “The discover and
Interpreter of the romance of New York”, “The greatest living master ofthe shortstory”.

O.Henrychallenged thereader toa game of guessing with surprise endings . His short stories
had planned plots, vivacity, Comedy, coincidence and were full of witand humour.

O.Henry wrote about different classes of the people he knew and lived with . In his stories we
can observe the characteristics of the city policeman, waitress. The shop and factory girl, the poor and
the lowly people. The homeless lodger of the city park. Therich andfashionable and the politician.

Mr. Hackett said about O.Henry’s characters “O.Henry writes with a glitter that is
characteristics halfofthe New York sun, half of the smartset”.

In his stories we have observed O.Henry gave more importance for a mixture of irony, wit,
humour and sympathy especially for “humanity”.

Let us have a look at the some of O.Henry’s stories. “After Twenty years” is an important story.
In this story O.Henry tells us about two childhood friends. Their names are Jimmy & Bob. When they
become young they decide to depart from each other tosearch for theirluck or duty.Bob goesto
the west to search for his fortune and Jimmy remains in New York . Bob is a greedy and materialistic. He
wantsto make alot of money. But he does not care how he getsthe moneyas longasit.Jimmyiswell
— character person . He wants a good job thatis socially useful. He wantsa home and family . He
came fromIrish Catholicwhotakes his wife and childrensto church every Sunday. Both of them take
different paths untiltheyfinally meet again after twenty years. Bob considered himself asintelligent
and wealthy person. He suggested that he went to the west and struggled hard to earn wealth. He
thought that only moneyisimportant not friendship butfinally he lost everything. After few days he
charged against hiscrime in Chicago.He spentalongtime instate prison crime really doesnot pay
him.

“The lastleaf” isamasterpiece of O.Henry thestory hasleftaneverlasting impressionon the
minds of readers. This story tellsabout budding artists livingtogether inaroom at Greenwich village
. In this story we can find three characters. The main characters is Johnsy she was suffering from
Pneumonia she haslost hopes oflivings and she was advised by the doctor. She keeps counting the
leaves of anlvy Vine Falls, whichisseen through her window. She feels the moment lastleap of the
vinefalls, she would alsodie thatvery moment.When thereis only oneleafleft, herroommate Sue
isin great grief, thinking that her friend would die as soon as the last leaffalls. So she informed to an
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old man, Behrman, was a Painter who lived on the ground floor. He miraculously saves the life of
Johnsy by painting the leaf of the Ivy vine sittings right through the night braving cold winds. He
saved the Johnsy’s life by his efforts. But he dies of Pneumonia . He sacrifices his life to save the life
of Johnsy. Hence we can conclude that arthereisfor life’s sake.

The whole story revolves around “The last Leaf” the painting of the last Leaf saves the life of
Johnsy.

Another ShortStory of O.Henry “The Gift of the Magi”.

It is one of the most popular story in O. Henry’s stories . It became more popular in New York
City. This story tells about a young married couple which appeared in the New York Sunday
Magazine world in 1904 and was later published in O.Henry’s collection . The Four millionin 1906.

This story tellsabout New Couple’s life, love, sacrifice andin this story we can observe two
characters oneis Jimand other oneisDella. The couple has notlotof money to make enjoy intheir
life But they have full of love and sacrifice Jim and Della livesin modest apartment. Between them,
they have onlytwo things thatthey considertheir treasureslJim’s gold pocket watch that belongs to
his father and grandfather and Della haslong hairthat falls almostto her knees.

In Christmas Eve Della wants to buyachain forJim pocket watch butthey areall out of her
price range. So she comes back to home, Della pullsdown her beautiful hairand stands infront of
mirror,admiring it and thinking aftera sudden inspiration, she rushesoutagain andshe decided to
cut her hair to sell. She receives $20.00 for selling her hair, it enough to buy the platinum chain.
When Jim returns home he presents a pocket to her in that pocket Della finds a pair of costly decorative
hair combs, that she’d long admired , but are now completely useless since she is cutoff her hair.
Hiding her tears, she jumps up and she presents her gift for Jim. In that moment Della became
surprise to his hand because he has no watch, who sold his watch to buy her combs. In this story we can
find unexpected things so O.Henry called it surprise endings story.

The narrator concludes that Jimand Della are wiser than the Magi because their Gifts are
Gifts of love. The narrator shows their love and self —sacrifice are truly wise because they know the
value of self giving love.
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