Vol 5 Issue 11 Dec 2015 ISSN No : 2230-7850

International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal

Indian Streams
Research Journal

Executive Editor Editor-in-Chief
Ashok Yakkaldevi H.N.Jagtap




RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595

Welcome to ISRJ

ISSN No.2230-7850

Indian Streams Research Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English,
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed
referred by members of the editorial board.Readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

International Advisory Board

Flavio de Sao Pedro Filho
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

Kamani Perera
Regional Center For Strategic Studies, Sri
Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy
Librarian, University of Malaya

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest,

Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus PopPhD, Partium Christian
University, Oradea,Romania

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade

Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathematical Sciences,
University of South Carolina Aiken

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN

Faculty of Philosophy and Socio-Political
Sciences Al. I. Cuza University, lasi

Editorial Board

Iresh Swami

ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri,MS India Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur
University,Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education,
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji
University,Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College,
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary,Play India Play,Meerut(U.P.)

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature
Department, Kayseri

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana
Dept of Chemistry, Lahore University of
Management Sciences[PK]

Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang
PhD, USA

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University,
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science
YCMOU,Nashik

S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University,
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava

S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Sonal Singh,
Vikram University, Ujjain

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi 258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.isrj.org

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Annamalai University, TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra
Maulana Azad National Urdu University




ISSN: 2230-7850 Impact Factor : 3.1560(UIF) Volume -5 | Issue - 11 | Dec - 2015

@ Indian Streams Research Journal

THE STUDY OF PRONOUNS: A LEARNING AND TESTING
TOOL BASED ON ESL APPROACH

M. Somathasan’ and R. Saranya’
"Assistant Lecturer in English, ATI, Trincomalee, Sri Lanka.
’Associate Professor, CAS in Linguistics, Annamalai University, Tamilnadu, India.

ABSTRACT learning irritating and uninteresting.

“Pronouns make a small class of word,but with avery Thus, in the absence of the
high frequency of use—(Frank, 1972)”. A pronoun like I, me, he, pronouns, the above sentence will
she, herself, you, it, that, they, each, few, many, who, whoever, have to be written or uttered like
whose, someone, everybody, etc. is a word that takes the place  Siva saw Melany and Siva waved at
of a noun in a sentence. In the sentence, Siva saw Melany and Melany,which is quite boring.
he waved at her, the pronouns he and her take the place of the Pronouns which can do all of the
nouns Siva and Melany respectively. If there is no pronoun in things that nouns can do, are the
English, the nouns then have to be repeated all the times in elements of creating a better
writing and speaking, which will make English language relationship between the author
and the reader in terms of
\ coherency. They are used by the
| authors to promote a better
understanding of a piece of writing
and to provide a mental image of
them. Therefore, studying pronouns
and their types is inevitable for a
student learning English as a second
language. Based on this concept,
this paper attempts to develop a
technology-incorporated learning
and testing tool regarding the study
of pronouns for the good side of the
students of ESL.

KEY WORDS:pronoun, word class, coherency, ESL, Technology-incorporated learning tool.

INTRODUCTION :

Greek, Latin, and English grammarians have all considered pronouns to be a word class,
especially closed class words. The term pronoun and its definitions were based on Latin, and ultimately
Greek sources: Latin pro-nomen, Greek anto-numia ‘standing for a noun’ or ‘substitute for a noun’.
Thus, pronouns fill the position of a noun or whole noun phrase in a sentence. The reference of a
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pronoun is usually made clear by its context. Pronouns help sentences flow more smoothly and make
them easier to write and utter. Forinstance, look at the following sentences:

1.Arullost Arul’s car key.
2.When Chomskiya went to the libray, Chomskiya found some useful books for Chomskiya’s paper.
3.Priya gave the book to Saran so that Saran could use the book to study.

The above will be the sentences if we have no pronouns in English. But luckily English has
pronouns. Thus, the above sentences can be re-written with the help of the pronouns as:

4.Arul lost his car key.
5.When Chomskiya went to the library, she found some useful books for her paper.
6.Priya gave the book to Saran so that he could use it to study.

The word that a pronoun stands for is called its antecedent. For example, in the above sentence
4, Arulis the antecedent of the pronoun his; and in sentence 6, Saran is the antecedent of the pronoun
he; and book, the antecedent of the pronoun it. Sometimes the antecedent is not stated. For instance,
in Ram gave his lunch to her, Ram is the antecedent of the pronoun hisand the pronoun her has no
antecedentin this sentence.

Therefore, as substitutes for nouns, pronouns are used in English language to bring the variety
and efficiency.By using the pronouns to their full potentialin writing and speaking, the cohesion is
smoothly expressed among sentences in a discourse or paragraph. As a result, especially the writing
ability of a student of ESL should be perfect and flow-ranged. There are classes of pronoun and when
they are studied properly and applied meaningfully in a text, the text becomes semantically rich and
fluently readable. Thus, the studying about the classes of pronouns is very essential for a learner of ESL.

CLASSES OF PRONOUNS:

There are eight major classes of pronouns in English. They are personal pronouns, possessive
pronouns, reflexive pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, reciprocal pronouns, indefinite pronouns,
relative pronouns, and interrogative pronouns.

PERSONAL PRONOUNS:

Personal pronouns have different forms depending on their person: first person, the person
who is speaking; second person, the person or thing spoken to; and third person, standing for a person
or thing spoken about; and usually, number (singular and plural). Sometimes, in the third person
singular, they take different forms according to gender (he and she). They also take different forms
depending on whether they stand for the subject or the object of the sentence. The prototypical
personal pronouns paradigm is given below for reference:
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Personal pronouns

Person Number Gender Subjective case Objective case
1%t person singular 1 me
plural we us
214 person singular you vou
plural you you
masculine he him
3" person singular feminine she her
non- it it
personal
plural they them
SUBJECTIVE PRONOUNS:

Personal pronouns can be used as the subject of the verb in a sentence. The subject of a verb
does the action of the verb. The personal pronounsl, we, you, he, she, it, and they can all be used as the
subject of a verb, thus known as subjective pronouns. Lookat the following two sentences:

e Saranya likes linguistics. Shereadsmany books of linguistics.

In the first sentence, the proper noun Saranya is the subject of the verb likes and in the second
sentence, the pronoun sheis the subject of the verb reads.

While the personal pronouns of 3rd person (singular or plural) are used as subjects in sentences,
the subject-verb agreementisto be noted. Forinstance:

eSiva is playing football. He likes sports. (The subjects Siva and He are in singular sense, then the
verbsareis playing and likes.)

eSiva and Arul are playing football. They like sports. (Here, the subjectsSiva and Aruland They are in
plural sense, thus the verbs, are playing and like.)

Objective pronouns:

Personal pronouns can be used in the slot which is to the object of the verb in a sentence. The
object of a verb receives the action of the verb. The personal pronouns me, us, you, him, her, it, and
them can all be used as the object of a verb, therefore called as objective pronouns.Study the following
two sentences:

e Saranya likes linguistics. She likes to master it.
In the first sentence, the noun linguistics is the object of the verb likes. In thesecond sentence,
the pronounitisthe object of the verb master.

Possessive pronouns:

Possessive pronouns are used to talk about things that belong to people. The words mine,
yours, his, hers, ours and theirs are possessive pronouns. The following is a table for you to remember
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which possessive pronoun can be used with which personal pronoun.

singular personal  possessive plural personal possessive
pronoun pronoun pronoun pronoun
I. me mine we, us ours

you yours vou yours

he, him his they, them theirs

she. her hers

Sometimes, students of ESL confuse the possessive pronouns like mine, yours, etc. with the
respective possessive adjectives my and your. Especially, they are more confused with the possessive
pronoun his as the possessive adjective his also is similar in form. Thus, the confusion can be cleared
through the sentence structure, i.e. a possessive pronoun functions as a noun phrase in which it is the
head word. For instance, in the sentence The red car is his, the possessive pronoun his is the noun
phrase anditisthe head word, too. Butin The red car is his brother’s, his brother’s is the noun phrase in
which his functions as the possessive adjective not as the possessive pronoun.

REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS:

Reflexive pronouns that refer to the noun or pronoun, reflect the action back to the subject of
theverbinasentence. They are the necessary part of the sentence. The words myself, yourself, himself,
herself, itself, ourselves,yourselves, and themselves are reflexive pronouns. In the following examples,
the pronounsinitalics are reflexive pronouns.

1.Be careful not to cut yourself with that knife.
2.The playerstrain every day to keep themselvesfit.
3.Imade myselfasandwich.

singular personal  reflexive plural personal reflexive
pronoun pronoun pronoun pronoun
I(sp) myself we (sp) ourselves
me (op) myself us (op) ourselves
vou (sp/op) yourself you (sp/op) yourselves
he (sp) himself they (sp) themselves
him (op) himself them (op) themselves
she (sp) herself
her (op) herself
it itself

sp — subject pronoun op — object pronoun
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Reflexive pronouns and intensive pronouns look the same. Both of them end in —self or —selves.
The difference between these two is that the reflexive pronouns as stated above are used to represent
the subject of the sentence; and intensive pronouns emphasize a noun or pronoun in the same
sentence, i.e. they do not need to refer to the subjectand they can refer to any noun or pronoun in the
sentence. When the reflexive pronouns are removed from the sentence, the meaning of it gets
changed. For example, in I made myself a sandwich, the reflexive pronoun is myselfand itis necessaryin
the sentence. But in the sentence,l made a sandwich for my mother herself, the pronoun herself is not
the reflexive pronoun, but the intensive pronoun which is referring to the noun mother which is an
object of the preposition for. Since an intensive pronoun is used only foremphasis, it is not essential to
the sentence anditdoes not give any new information toit. Thus, though the intensive pronoun is taken
out of a sentence, the sentence would still reflect the same sense. Therefore, the sentences | made a
sandwich for my mother herselfand I made a sandwich for my mother are equalinthe sense.

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS:
Demonstrative pronouns are this, these, that, and those. They are used for pointing out a
person, aplace, athing, oranidea. Forinstance:

e Thisisthe spelling chart. These are therules.
e Thatisthe house where Shakespeare lived. Those arethe memorable debris.

RECIPROCALPRONOUNS:

Reciprocal pronouns are used to indicate a ‘reciprocal’ or mutual actionby the subject of the
verb in a sentence.Each other and one another are reciprocal pronouns in English language. They are
used interchangeably. For example, the sentence Rama and Sita smiled at each otherimplies that Rama
smiled at Sita and that Sita smiled at Rama.

INDEFINITE PRONOUNS:

Indefinite pronouns refer to something which is not considered as definite or particular, i.e. an
indefinite pronoun does not refer directly to any other word. Most indefinite pronouns express the idea
of quantity. Indefinite pronouns are somebody, someone, something, any, anybody, anyone,
everybody, everyone, nobody, no one, everything, one, anything, several, etc. For example:

e Everybody is welcome at the function. Does anybody care for hisillness?
Many indefinite pronouns can also serve as adjectives. For instance:

e Several of the students have already submitted their assignments. (Indefinite pronoun)
e Several sacks of mangoes have been loaded. (Adjective)

RELATIVE PRONOUNS:
Simply stating, a relative pronoun introduces a subordinate clause or a relative clause.
Who,whom, whose, which, and that are relative pronouns in English. Usually, the relative pronoun

immediately follows its noun antecedent. For example:

* People who smoke inthe bus annoy the co-passengers.
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e The book which | am readingis about linguistics.

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS:
Interrogative pronouns also known as wh-pronouns (who, which, what, whose, etc.) are used to
ask or form questions. Forinstance:

1. Whatisyour pet name?
2. Whoisyour favourite teacher?

Inthe second question above, the pronoun whois the subject of the verbis. And who can also be
used asthe object of the verb. For example:

e Who are youinviting to your key-birthday?

It is to be noted that in writing and formal speaking, the pronoun whomcan be used as the
object of verbs and prepositions. For example:

e Whom did the people criticize? Towhom s the prisoner talking?

But the pronoun whom cannot be used as the subject of averb. Thus, it cannot be said like:
* Whom came to the party last night?

Instead, itcanbeas: Whocametothe partylast night?

METHODOLOGY:

English language learning is inevitable in the current trend of pedagogy as English language is a
famous lingua-franca. In India and Sri Lanka, English is taught in schools and universities as a second
language; and in most of the universities as the medium of instruction,too. As far as the development of
English is concerned, the knowledge in the grammatical category pronouns is needed for a student of
ESL to be a successful writer and speaker. Thus, it is vital to imparta deeper knowledge in pronouns to
the students of ESL. Based on this concept, the first and second year studentsofthe English department
at Annamalai University were taken for this study and were given the task sheet containing the
sentences with blanks where the correct pronouns had to be used. Some sentences in the task sheet
were 1. Arul and Siva are good friends and.............. like.............. 2.Johndoes.............. homework............
without any help from.............. parents.3. ............. is your favourite subject?, etc.In the result analysis, it
was found out that only 45 % of the students were successful in their answers and others were not. This
shows that the 55% of the students lack of the knowledge in the correct usage of pronouns. As beingin
academic field, it’s our duty to make these students confident in the study and usage of pronouns
correctly and successfully in their endeavour. Further, it is felt that providing the knowledge in this area
through the computer based technology will be an added ideal learning environment. Thus, having
considered all these matters in mind, a simple user-friendly computational tool is developed for
learning and testing the main types of pronouns in English. The tool is believed to improve the
knowledge in the said grammatical category, i.e. pronouns. Further, the programming language VB6is
successfully used to design this tool.
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SAMPLE VISUAL OF THE DEVELOPED TOOL:

Y Study of Pronouns EX

& Stud.\} of Pro'@‘s

Interrogative pronouns

Possessive pronouns i Indefinite pronouns

Reflexive pronouns

‘ronou @8 Relative pronouns

Reciprocal pronouns Personal pronouns

Demonstrative pronouns

CONCLUSION:

Pronouns are those clever little inventions that allow the learners of English to replace or
substitute for nouns. The key benefit of pronouns is that they are useful in making the language not be
so repetitive and keep it from bogging down.If there are no pronouns and when we talk about someone
or something, we will have to keep repeating their name over and over which is fully irritating. There
are eight major classes of pronouns: personal pronouns, possessive pronouns, reflexive pronouns,
demonstrative pronouns, reciprocal pronouns, indefinite pronouns, relative pronouns, and
interrogative pronouns. Each type of pronoun can be used according to their function. For example, the
subject or subjective pronoun functioning as the subject of the verb in a sentence, does the action of
the verb.For example, in the sentence We are writing an article on the study of pronouns, We is the
subjective pronoun and itis doing the action of the verb writing. Thus, the knowledge in pronounsis an
essential part for students of ESLand when they understand the nature of pronouns, definitely they can
nurture the knowledge of English in their academic arena with the help of the developed tool.
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