
 

 
Indian StreamS reSearch Journal 

ISSN No : 2230-7850 
Impact Factor : 5.1651 (UIF) 

Volume - 13 | Issue - 4 | May - 2023  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world 

1 
 

HUMANIST SOCIOLOGY 
 
 
 

Vasudeo Govind Jadhav 
Ph.D Student and Assistant Professor 

 
 
 
ABSTRACT:  
 Social science as a free sociology however was brought into 
the world in the west in the nineteenth 100 years. It quickly became 
one of the most popular sports in the world, even in the East. 
Particularly American, British, and French sociologists have made 
significant contributions to the scientific development of sociology. 
Sociology had to deal with obstacles posed by other social sciences 
that were hesitant to include it. The challenges faced by early 
sociologists were bravely and appropriately met. Sociology 
advanced because it adopted positivism as its tenet and adopted the 
scientific perspective. As a result, sociological studies and research 
gained credibility and respectability in academic and administrative circles. Indian sociology was initially 
influenced by indology and colonialism. Indian sociology shifted after independence toward indigenization 
and a critical examination of Western theories, concepts, and research approaches. The Western influence 
on Indian sociology was lessened by the use of indigenous texts, sources, and observations from the region. 
Indian sociology gained a plural and multifaceted focus thanks to the concept of its founding fathers. After 
Louis Dumont argued for a connection between indology and contemporary Indian society (sociology), 
debates on Indian sociology became heated. Yogendra Singh, in contrast to Dumont's perspective, offers a 
five-step classification of approaches and identifies Indian sociology as a synthesis of empiricism and 
analytical perspective. The fundamental commitments to make sense of Indian human science have been 
made by Ramkrishna Mukherjee and Yogendra Singh. Mukherjee refers to "modernizers of Indian 
sociology," whereas Singh seeks "social conditioning" within Indian sociology. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 Methods of sociological research have been characterized by pluralism ever since the 1980s. A 
paradigm shift in our understanding of what constitutes the social occurs simultaneously with this. The 
Symbolic Interactionist, Ethnomethodological, and Critical theory perspectives that came after Max 
Weber strengthened the social scientists' conception of the limitation of the "scientific model" in 
understanding the social. According to Gusfield (1980: ), the humanist method also posed a challenge to 
the positivistic approach to the social sciences. 10), 'states the one of a kind person of people, both as 
subjects of sociology and as friendly examiners' and in this manner depends on the acknowledgment 
that getting the procedures and symbolism of science in concentrating on human way of behaving gives 
a restricted comprehension. According to Gusfield, the "self-conscious, selecting, and unpredictable 
character of human action" is emphasized by the humanistic model, which draws inspiration from 
literature, philosophy, art, and history. Dissimilar to science, humanist techniques keep away from 
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speculation. He likewise predicts that in the end present day culture would make a slow shift away from 
the power of the logical model to questions which address moral and moral worries. Sociologists would 
track down additional proclivity with the artistic pundits and thinkers and perceive their imaginative 
potential as mediators as opposed to as pioneers. 

Objective This module presents the different sources and perspectives associated with the 
utilization of the humanist techniques: stories, biographical sketches, and case studies. It talks about the 
humanist turn in the sociologies and the shift towards basic humanism. Different wellsprings of 
information are additionally talked about exhaustively. 

Humanism was laid out as a scholastic discipline in India, during the late pioneer time frame 
and grew quickly after autonomy with the development of the college framework and the establishing 
of exploration foundations. The "Bombay School" institutions and people need to be at the center of 
Indian sociology and social anthropology history writings. The head of Bombay University's sociology 
department from 1924 to 1959, G. S. Ghurye, is frequently referred to as the "fater of Indian Sociology." 
The department was the country's best for many years. Ghurye is most well-known for his leadership in 
the country's institutionalization and professionalization of the field. 

 
The Turn towards Humanist Method in Sociology  
 The rise of the humanist strategy can be followed to the social and story turn in the sociologies 
as well as in artistic expression and humanities since the ten years of the 70s. This time period marked 
a shift in sociology from a positivistic, abstract, and overly technical approach to a social analysis that 
would be devoted to "a service to humanity." Ken Plummer's Reports of Life (1983) can be considered 
as focal text in this turn towards personal, story and subjective philosophies which tested and at the 
appointed time changed the idea of examination in social science. Plummer outlines four criteria for a 
humanistic sociology in the introduction to his first book, Documents of Life, published in 1983: it must 
"pay tribute to human subjectivity and creativity showing how individuals respond to social constraints 
and actively assemble social worlds;" It examines "concrete human experiences—talk, feelings, and 
actions—through their social, particularly economic, organization" It exemplifies a "naturalistic 
"intimate familiarity" with such experiences" furthermore, a 'mindfulness by the social scientist of a 
definitive moral and political job in moving towards a social design where there is less double-dealing, 
mistreatment and treachery'. To put it another way, Plummer (2003) himself states that humanist 
research prioritizes human beings, their meaning, and their actions. Additionally, it operates within a 
solid ethical framework that values human dignity and strives to improve human condition globally. 
 A humanist perspective can be seen in a lot of different things, like communism, democracy, 
egalitarianism, populism, and pragmatism. Inside social science, humanist examination is utilized to 
dissect the dynamic development of importance in individuals' lives. It utilizes field research, 
biographies, and different types of subjective examination, drawing from a wide assortment of sources 
like writing, memoirs, stories, contextual investigations, photography and movies to furnish a nearby 
and personal knowledge of life as it is lived. Humanist research typically avoids abstractions and takes a 
more practical, down-to-earth approach. It acknowledges the significance of emotions and feelings, 
despite its strong belief in human reason, and it places a significant emphasis on the moral decisions 
men make to contribute to a better world. 
 Plummer actually cites Blumer (1979: 13), who declared, "For the sociologist, the human 
document is an account of individual experience that reveals the individual's actions as a human agent 
and as a participant in social life." Consequently '… any exploration strategy which can see us something 
about the emotional direction of human entertainers has a case to insightful thought'. Plummer also 
makes mention of Robert Redfield's 1942 film. 14), who once said, "...a human or personal document is 
one in which the human and personal characteristics of somebody who is in some sense the author of 
the document find expression so that the reader of the document comes to know the author and his 
views of events with which the document is concerned." 
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The Basic Premises of Humanist Sociology  
Humanist sociologists generally agree that, in addition to focusing on flexibility and equity, 

humanism should not adhere to objectivism, as traditional human science has done. Objectivism is 
defined here as the belief that actualities exist without the eyewitness and that the spectator should be 
a value-neutral compiler of these realities. To this end, all articles in the power creation of the AHS, 
Humankind and Society, begin with a reflexive explanation in which the essayist or scholars express 
their characteristics. This position is based on the idea that "impartial perception" is focused on a 
flawed epistemology and that objectivism avoids bringing good laws into exploration. As a result, 
humanist social science seeks answers to crucial questions like "What is the role of self-governance and 
decision in a given society?" values (What is the best way to ensure that every person can reach their 
full potential?); and epistemology, which asks, "How does the psyche know reality?" and is a topic that 
is frequently ignored by conventional humanism. These hypotheses and inquiries are what make up 
modern humanist human science and are a part of a larger humanist tradition that can be traced all the 
way back to the Middle Ages, the Enlightenment, and the beginnings of American human science. 

 
The Origins of Humanism  

Humanism in broadest usage began as the philosophical improvement started in Italy in the 
second half of the fourteenth 100 years, an advancement that focused on and stated the balance of the 
individual. Despite the fact that there have been various forms of humanism over the course of 
hundreds of years, both religious and nonreligious, all who call themselves humanists share the 
fundamental belief that each person possesses dignity and worth and should, as a result, serve as the 
standard against which everything else should be measured. Scholasticism, a philosophical framework 
taught by the "schoolmen" of medieval colleges who attempted to accommodate the theory of the aged 
established thinkers with Christian religious philosophy, overtook educated life in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries. By the fourteenth century, scholasticism came to be seen by scholarly people 
outside the Church and the colleges as basically unessential to everyday life. The verbal argument over 
"What number of heavenly attendants could move on the leader of a stick" is frequently used as an 
illustration of how unnecessary scholastics is. According to Martindale (1981), masterminds such as 
Francesco Petrach (1304–1374) and Desiderius Erasmus (1466–1536) proposed a philosophical 
schema that was distinct from that of the scholastics and was called philosophical humanism. This was 
due to the apparent insignificance of scholasticism, as well as the growth of medieval urban 
communities and increased contact with the East and its distinct perspectives and traditions. 
 Humanists, who viewed themselves as Christians, saw no such inconsistency in the middle of 
confidence and reason, whereas the scholastics subordinated confidence to reason at any point where 
there was even the likelihood of difference between the two. If God had empowered people to reason, 
then this reason would lead humankind to truth of Christianity. God actually managed the world, and in 
spite of the way that the humanists saw the world as needing progress, this change could be 
accomplished by and through the usage of inherent human explanation. So, for the middle age 
humanists, excessive decision and reason could be used to present a more merciful world than was 
what was happening in the Europe of the time. 

In the Middle Ages, there was no such thing as social science, so humanism was just a flawed 
philosophical framework. The development of a sociological humanism would leave Enlightenment 
thought in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and can be easily traced back to two moral 
reasoning and observational practices that, despite the fact that advanced sociologists now regard them 
as distinct, were intertwined and related to the Enlightenment French and Scottish rationalists 
(collectively referred to as the philosophes). For a social science that looked to free people and ensure 
their full development, the philosophers required a blend of ethics and science. 

 
The Enlightenment and the Legacy of Sociological Humanism  

The Enlightenment's requirements for the application of exploratory standards to the 
investigation of human behavior serve as the foundation for cutting-edge human science (Rossides, 
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1998). On the other hand, what ought not be ignored is that the philosophes were above all great 
intellectuals. Science and significant quality were to be consolidated, not separated; The "is" and 
"should" were to be combined into an ethical science that could be used to improve humanity. This 
early good science convention is best represented by Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–1778) and his 
arguments for equality and individual dignity. Beginning with the fundamental assumption that all 
people are created equal, Rousseau (1985) established a radical arrangement of governmental issues. 
For Rousseau and the philosophes, particular opportunity and adaptability thrived simply under 
conditions of unimportant external interest that should be engaged around the arrangement of the 
people (Goodwin and Scimecca 2006). The most important quality was the individual's adaptability in a 
supportive culture and public that ensured this opportunity. Not having any made mind examination of 
the individual or of the emotional side of human lead or even data of how associations are outlined, and 
neglecting to offer a trial reasoning, the philosophes were not prepared to improvement past this 
particularly unassuming beginning. 

Contemporary sociologists focus more on the undeveloped induction of the philosophers, 
which, despite the fact that it unquestionably assumed a superior role in the ascent of social science, is 
still just, best case scenario, a large portion of what the philosophers upheld. This custom of an "ethical 
science" has generally been neglected by contemporary sociologists. By their arrival of the moral 
science show and by their basically unquestioning handle of the positivism that Comte, Spencer, 
Durkheim, and the other early originators of humanism as a request advocated,1 contemporary 
sociologists have furthermore dismissed the concern of the philosophes that there was an 
epistemological issue normal in the new observational science they envisioned. If a sociology was to 
arise out of the Illumination, it required one more start of learning one that dismissed Greek and middle 
age Christian epistemology. According to Aristotle's theory, the human body contained an unambiguous 
substance that passively observed the world around it, much like an observer would. The onlooker sees 
an image of the world, and this uninvolved discernment is experience. According to Aristotle's model, 
science was the process of observing how questions were thought to relate to the human personality. 
Following in the footsteps of Newton, the world was to be viewed in terms of numerical comparisons 
with maxims in the personalities of people that God had placed there and gave the mind the ability to 
picture reality (Scimecca, 1989). John Locke's ([1690] 1894) Exposition Concerning Human 
Comprehension addressed an early undertaking to show that the extraordinary practical person 
believed (that the world precisely copied mathematical adages) was in botch. Locke argued that first 
standards did not originate from earlier times but rather from actual experiences. However, Locke was 
able to make up for lost time in the epistemological quandary that experience was mental and not 
physical, and that the "unscientific" idea of the brain still needed to be seen. This headed Locke, 
similarly as David Hume (1711-1776) after him, toconclude that an exact investigation of human lead 
was impossible (Randall 1976). Simply probabilistic data could be connected at, and this could just 
submissively be used to direct humankind. 

Notwithstanding the way that the epistemological trouble posed by Locke and other Edification 
researchers was authentic to them, the improvement of human science in France, Britain, and later in 
the US threw these worries and clutched positivism as the underpinning of the control. By far most of 
early American human science, then again, made surprisingly, and it is through the effect of authenticity 
and the longing by different early American sociologists to use humanism to spread the social gospel 
and the entire time reject social Darwinism that the show of humanism in sociology was kept alive in 
the US around the turn of the 20th 100 years. 

 
Practicality and Humanism  

The dynamic epistemology that underpins a dynamic hypothesis of the brain and thus tests the 
positivistic behaviorism of the time is what makes realism significant for humanist human science. For 
the rational people, how the mind comes to know can't be isolated from how the cerebrum truly makes. 
George Herbert Mead, who died in 1974, embodies the logical thinker's perspective on brain 
development. Issues bring about awareness and willpower. Individuals become familiar with the 
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suggestions of others and after that respond on the reason of their interpretations. In the event that 
there were no interactions with other people, there would be no brain growth. People are able to alter 
their own behavior: They are subjects who construct their exhibits rather than ones who fundamentally 
respond in fated ways. Reflexive behavior, or the ability to reevaluate one's actions, is innate to humans. 
The individual is certainly not an idle administrators who just answers external prerequisites yet 
someone who really picks among choice methodologies. Individuals unravel data open to them in 
friendly conditions. The established stipulations of the individual's location within the broader social 
system serve as the only constraints on potential arrangement decisions. People are both determined 
and decided by their capacity to choose among options (Meltzer, Petras, and Reynolds, 1977). 
 Mead and the realists believed that a social-mental method was the determination of thoughts, 
specifically how a person's psyche was influenced by social structure. Deduction followed dialect as an 
example. Lingo is the part through which individuals make a self and mind, and vernacular is social 
considering the way that words acknowledge importance right when they are interpreted by friendly 
direct. Social models, thus, assemble suggestions. Vernacular sets the reason for reason, reasoning, and 
by expansion all exploratory and great attempts. A person is intelligent when he or she agrees with 
what they say in their world; when they are in agreement with their group, they are good. Lingo is a 
judge of social lead in that qualities and principles begin from tongue. Regard decisions and total 
models exist behind words; Priority is conferred by society. 
 
OVERVIEW  

Those social sciences which are against (from their perspective) robotic, excessively specialized, 
preoccupied, and vocation looking for approaches, and which endeavor rather to give a social 
examination 'in the help of humankind', going about as 'pundits, demystifiers, journalists and clarifiers' 
(see Alfred McClung Lee, Social science for Whom?, 1978). C. Wright Mills is frequently cited as an 
example, and there has been a US-based Association for Humanist Sociology with its own journal, 
Humanity and Society, since the 1970s. Ken Plummer, in first experience with the issues and writing of 
a humanistic strategy (Reports of Life, 1983), frames four standards for humanistic social science: It 
honors "human subjectivity and creativity by demonstrating how people respond to social constraints 
and actively assemble social worlds"; manages 'substantial human encounters — talk, sentiments, 
activities — through their social, and particularly monetary, association'; shows a 'naturalistic "private 
commonality" with such encounters'; and a "self awareness of the ultimate moral and political role in 
moving toward a social structure in which there is less exploitation, oppression, and injustice" by the 
sociologist. 

 
Critical Humanist Method  
 Individual consciousness, according to critical humanists, is the force that empowers, 
transforms, and frees groups from their dominance over social processes. Plummer went on to consider 
the nature of social science over time and came to the conclusion that social science needs to be 
reintroduced into political and moral endeavors. He referred to this brand-new corrective endeavor as 
critical humanism. There were five components to critical humanism. Plummer was of the opinion that 
such an orientation a) ought to pay homage to human subjectivity and creativity by demonstrating how 
people respond to constraints. b) Basic humanism should manage substantial human encounters 
through their social and financial association and not with deliberations particularly with practically no 
inclusion. h) Sociologists need to be aware of their ultimate moral and political role in transforming 
society into one that values creativity, diversity, equality, and less exploitation. i) Critical humanism 
acknowledges the ambivalence in interpersonal interactions and behavior. Having understood that 
there are no last arrangements it navigates a precarious situation between an arranged morals of care 
(acknowledgment, love and so on) from one perspective and an arranged morals of equity (as 
circulation and so forth). j) It advocates a radical, pragmatic empiricism that holds that even partial 
knowledge is rooted in experience. 
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Humanist Sociology Today  
For humanist sociologists, the repercussions of what has been shown in the past pages are clear. 

Human science began as an ethical control and was inspired by the Enlightenment's call for flexibility 
and the full development of human capabilities. So too with the wellsprings of American humanism at 
the turn of the 20th hundred years. However, the majority of sociologists have rejected this "guarantee 
of humanism." As a result, humanist sociologists remain uninterested in traditional humanism and 
continue to emphasize a quality duty in their research into current issues of uniformity and social 
equity. Humanist sociologists continue to provide a value-added research motivation for the most 
important open strategy issues facing the United States and the world today, with studies in areas such 
as peace (Wolfe, 2004), poverty (Leggett, 1998), social class (Dolgon, 2005), the media (Starr, 2001), 
wrongdoing (Pepinski, 1991), the strengthening of women (Bystydzienski, Bird, 2006), and financial 
equity (Lindenfeld Such an arrangement will, without vulnerability, continue into the future, for 
humanist. 

sociologists trust it is an unfortunate stumble for sociologists to disregard human science's set 
of experiences. The early history of American sociology vouches for a fantasy of a moral science, one 
that emphasizd the basic moral fundamental for an open door, a fantasy that was quality loaded, and 
that, in the statements of Alfred Mcclung Lee (1988), was "a humanism for people," not a humanism for 
government workers, or specialists, or policymakers. 

Humanist sociologists employ their methods of investigation to answer the question originally 
posed by Enlightenment philosophers, employing a nonpositivist epistemological foundation. In what 
way might sociology at any point assist with framing an obliging society in which adaptability can best 
be recognized?" It will be possible for standard humanism to once again play a significant role in 
people's lives only when it reclaims its roots and seeks answers to this question. In the mean time, this 
is what humanist human science is about, and it will continue shaing the assessment inspiration of 
humanist sociologists in the twenty-first 100 years. 

 
Realism, Methodology, and Humanism  

Dewey and Mead described a method that provided social scientists with a unique frame of 
reference in comparison to the "conventional investigative system." This commonsense strategy's 
primary standard is adaptability; it does not provide specific tenets of request to which social issues 
must be adjusted. Instead, the issue itself becomes detached from the philosophy. The issue under 
consideration informs the social researcher's strategy. The problems and obstacles that arise during the 
exploration process serve as the foundation for new systems. The completed outcome is that the 
assessment frameworks made engage the examiner to be both a part and passerby of social designs. In 
the humanist social scientist's daily life, there is an instrumentalist connection between theory and 
practice. This is what humanist social researcher, Alfred Mcclung Lee (1978) inferred when he created 
"Sociologists can't be people isolated from the human condition they likely hope to appreciate . 

The issue of which values to investigate is answered by reasonableness' consideration on 
commitment as a moral norm — an ethical essential that expect that a pivotal nature of people is their 
opportunities for independence. Within the limits set by their environment, individuals are and ought 
to be held accountable for their predetermination. Individual person improvement happens to the 
extent that people would be able and do pick choice courses of action. 
 Practicality is based on the possibility of making a decision. However, as social science teaches, 
decision-making is always limited to plan B. Humanist humanism overcomes one of the fundamental 
reactions of realism that sociologists have raised, namely that practicality does not provide a practical 
concept of social structure, by pointing out these limits as force relations and personal stakes that 
underpin social structures. The goal of humanist social science is to create an all-encompassing vision of 
the free individual within a society where the standard of human flexibility is the primary focus 
(Scimecca, 1995). In order to comprehend the origins of American human science, this epistemology of 
realism as adapted to spread the social gospel and reject social Darwinism is crucial. 
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CONCLUSION: 
The plan for review and examination in the 21st century would remember repercussions of LPG 

for terms of new innovation, exchange and trade and new working class in the confidential area 
opposite the job of the Indian state. With concern and pertinent perspective, identity for culture at 
various levels as an offshoot of new terms of capitalism and modernity that affect farmers, women, 
artisans, and poor sections must be studied. Other related subjects are new examples of social 
portability, movement, training, and diaspora. Another stressing issue is the new types of social 
disparity, causing strains, clashes, wrongdoing and brutality. Alongside the requirement for humanistic 
viewpoint to test what is going on, we should keep on looking for a solution to the inquiry — Social 
science for what and for whom? Maybe, the response lies in the promotion of public social science, 
consolidating time, horde social connections at various levels with organized and social implications. 
For this, we really want to investigate the laid out thoughts and ideas, and legitimize the new 
disciplinary plan for Indian humanism. 
  The Humanist approach began in the early 1980s and gained popularity in the 1990s. It is now 
used extensively in a variety of fields, including education, psychology, anthropology, and sociology, 
among others. The shift from positivism to a more human-centered experience was the most significant. 
The humanist method examines a person's life from a variety of perspectives by utilizing a variety of 
data sources, such as letters, photographs, a diary, and so on. In any case, most importantly, the 
objective of the humanist strategy is moral; It also believes that knowledge is ultimately rooted in 
experience and gives voice to the submerged. 
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