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ABSTRACT 
 The presence of Islam in South Asia originates before the appearance of the Mughals by 
approximately eight hundreds of years. Those eight centuries are addressed by an amazing exhibit of 
material stays dispersed across India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. The remaining parts mirror an 
commitment with a wide cluster of material and structural customs in South Asia as well as those of the 
metropolitan places of the more extensive Islamic world. Albeit the pre-Mughal material has never been 
disregarded altogether, the Mughal time frame has tended to overwhelm grant on Islamic material 
culture in South Asia. The most recent thirty years have, be that as it may, seen a genuine flood in 
research on this space from researchers around the world. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 Regardless of this movement, the field holds a moderately low profile universally, not least since 
it rides the two branches of knowledge of "Islamic" and "South Asian" paleontology and workmanship. 
The proposed meeting plans to give an interdisciplinary gathering explicitly committed to pre-Mughal 
Islamic paleontology and material culture in South Asia. The meeting will offer an interesting gathering 
for researchers to introduce their exploration to a subject matter expert crowd and addresses a critical 
chance for scholarly trade across current political and disciplinary partitions. The broadness of the 
geological and ordered outline included makes it hard to expect every one of the issues that will emerge 
from the meeting anyway we expect that the meeting will address various significant issues.  
 It will think about the connection between the material culture of pre-Mughal sultanates in 
South Asia and that of adjoining Hindu and Jain countries. It will likewise look to address the connections 
between the Islamic societies of South Asia and those of the more extensive Islamic world. Among the 
issues that speakers should seriously mull over are the order of Indo-Islamic societies, urbanism, the 
connections among structure and capacity in South Asian Islamic design, the effect of diasporas from the 
focal Islamic terrains on the Islamic societies of South Asia, and contrasts in the nature and effect of 
contacts by land and ocean. The meeting will likewise look to address the particular methodological and 
hypothetical issues emerging from archeological unearthing and building studies of Islamic destinations 
and landmarks in South Asia. Among these are the manners by which calculated, disciplinary and 
political limits have set the boundaries for research in this field. Amazingly, maybe, the meeting will 
bring up the issue of whether it is significant or helpful to detach Islamic material culture in South Asia. 
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In doing as such, it will think about where the focal point of future examination in this extending field 
may lie, and the bearings that it may take. 
 

Mughal Contemporaries and Pre-Mughal Continuities in the Deccan: 
The survival of preIslamic ritual topography in Bijapur and Nauraspur 

Mark Brand, Cambridge University 
 

 Mughal culture in South Asia ought to be perceived inside the spatial constraints of the Mughal 
Domain and its impact. 'Pre-Mughal' societies could proceed in Indian sultanates until their Mughal 
control or victory. Coherence in the blend of Indo-Persian culture, Islam and Hinduism, was generally set 
apart in the Deccan area, where sultanate authority lapsed from Delhi to the Bahmani and afterward 
subregional lines, diverging from rushes of attack and commotion in Hindustan. From 1318 to 1686, 
between its Delhi Sultanate and Mughal success, Bijapur was ceremonially secured around a mosque 
raised from structures and spolia from preIslamic Vijayapura's focal Hindu sanctuary. The palatial seat of 
sultanate authority stayed arranged on this current mosque's qiblaaxis, all through this period, while 
holding fundamental qualities related with Sassanian customs of widespread sovereignty. This corridor 
and others demonstrated upon it, counting that at the focal point of Nauraspur, Bijapur's late sixteenth 
century twin as capital of the 'Adil Shahi Sultanate, given settings to key mysterious imperial 
ceremonies. These ceremonies stemmed, progressively expressly, from customs of widespread 
profound territory in Hinduism and Islam. This abnormally express Perso-Islamic assignment of Hindu 
customs may clarify the novel sultanate coherence of preIslamic Indian concentric metropolitan 
arranging in both Bijapur and Nauraspur. 
 

Ceramics in Sind during the islamic period  
material from Central and Low Sind, Pakistan 

Annabelle Collinet, Musée du Louvre, Doctorante Université de Paris IPanthéon 
Sorbonne, rattachée à l’UMR 8084 du CNRS 

 
Ceramics from Sind during the Islamic time frame are not notable. Ongoing unearthings at the site of 
Sehw�n (Central Sind) by the French Archeological Mission headed by M. Kervran permit us to recognize 
and date the various types of pottery existing in this country between the start of the eighth century AD 
and the Mughal time frame. Red paste pottery with painted, stepped or formed design, dim and dark 
pottery, and coated creations and imports presently can be  dated all the more exactly. The stratigraphy 
and material from Sehwn, the old Siwistn, show the historical backdrop of the city during the Arab time 
frame, under the Ghaznavids and Ghurids, the Delhi Sultanate also, at last, the short Arghun and 
Tarkhan periods before the Mughal success. Other ceramic materials coming from destinations in the 
Indus Delta enhances this corpus, particularly for the center and late groupings. 
 

Polychrome Enamelled Bricks of Pre-Mughal Sultanate Bengal: 
A Preliminary Scientific Investigation 

Somnath Ghosh and Varada Khaladkar 
 

 This paper endeavors to comprehend the innovation utilized in assembling coated blocks and 
tiles utilized in the engineering of Sultanate Bengal. The investigation centers around substance 
organization of coat, its colorants, synthetic and actual properties of the brick body just as the 
terminating procedure utilized.  
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 Polychrome plated blocks and tiles were utilized in south Asia from fifteenth century AD 
onwards and those found in Bengal structure an unmistakable subtradition. The innovation of coating 
blocks/tiles didn't have any point of reference in south Asia and history specialists follow its provenance 
to all things considered China or Persia. These blocks have so far been just outwardly considered. 
Notwithstanding, archaeometric examinations will assist us with having a superior comprehension of 
innovations included. For this reason, tests like XRD, XRF, Thermal Analysis, AAS were led on the 
archeological examples from the locales of Gaur and Pandua – the archaic capital urban areas which 
framed the metropolitan center of the sultanate Bengal. Results demonstrate that it was a low motion 
tinalkalilead coat with cobalt, copper, iron, lead and chromium as the major colorant materials. Blocks 
were conservative and terminated by bisque terminating procedure. 
 

Notes on Sultanate aesthetics: Glazed Tiles in the Indus valley 
Dr Julia Gonnella, Freie Universität Berlin 

 
 The broad utilization of coated tiles in the Indian subcontinent advanced just soon after the 
Ghaznavid and Ghurid attacks, the most punctual focus being the district in and around Multan. The 
following paper will talk about the starting points and early improvement of this sort of building 
enrichment which is by all accounts especially connected with funerary designs. It will consider the  
job of support and investigate whether, and assuming this is the case how, coated tilework added to the 
arrangement of a particular Islamic building language. 
 

Form and function in the Indo-Islamic architecture of Ahmedabad (Gujarat, India) 
Sara Keller 

 
 This paper investigates the issue of structure and capacity in the Indo-Islamic design of 
Ahmedabad, zeroing in on an examination of the strict design (mosques, burial places, mausolea) of the 
capital. It will portray and clarify the specific states of the birth also, the advancement of the Gujarati 
design, investigating how a few qualities of these landmarks gradually lose their capacities until they 
become enlivening components, or indeed, even thoroughly vanish (for instance, steps and size of the 
minarets, stone cutting on the surface of the dividers). The interaction is a notable from the evolutive 
elements of the workmanship: the imaginative and engineering component lose their natural and 
practical properties and become improving and metaphorical. 
 

The Late Sultanate Architecture at Mandu, Madhya Pradesh 
Thalia Kennedy 

 
 The engineering of Mandu, capital of the Malwa sultanate from the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, stands apart as perhaps the most complete gatherings of structures that make due from the 
sultanate time frame. With Timur's sack of Delhi in 1398, and the resulting political corruption of its 
regional power, the newly formed autonomous sultanate of Malwa turned into a significant part in the 
political furthermore, regional scene of northern India. Its capital was set up at Mandu in modernday 
Madhya Pradesh as the seat of the Ghurid and ensuing Khalji lines. Individuals from both administering 
families embraced broad structure projects during their time in power. The previous capital contains 
burial places, mosques, royal residences, and utilitarian constructions. Its structures have been recorded 
and talked about most remarkably by Ghulam Yazdani and Percy Brown in the previous part of the last 
century. The compositional kinds that make due in the city, joined with surviving building engravings and 
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recorded sources, including crafted by the antiquarian Ferishta, give an astonishing chance to set these 
structures into their dynastic and political setting. This paper will sum up the structures and elements of 
the design that endures and go on to investigate the potential inspirations that lay behind the 
development of a portion of these structures. 
 

Urban Archaeology of the Mediaeval City of Gaur (West Bengal, India). Reconnaissance 1994-2001. 
P.K. Mitra, Keeper, State Archaeological Museum, West Bengal, Kolkata 

 
 The investigation of urbanization in India started since the later piece of the nineteenth century, 
had not harped much on the middle age city developments in Bengal that saw its blossoming during the 
Sultanate time frame (12051576A. D.). Without contemporary chronicled writing the students of history 
were not had the option to plan much on such development and had to stay happy with the discoveries 
of engravings, coins and the records of unfamiliar explorers, which, are frequently opposing. 
Notwithstanding the way that Gaur and Pandua had remained capitals of Bengal under the Sultans for 
multiple hundred years, no advantageous endeavor, with the exception of the Memoirs of Gaur and 
Pandua by Abid Ali Khan in 1912, had so far been made to portray the set of experiences and prehistoric 
studies of these urban communities. Aside a solitary air review led by the Archeological Survey of India 
in the late twenties of the last century no undertaking was made either to methodically investigate the 
Gaur Pandua complex and to count the outcomes with the written history, engineering remains, 
coinswhat's more, engravings. The splendid endeavors of Creighton and Ravenshaw to plan the old 
cityof Gaur or the observation of its vestiges (additionally of Pandua) by Orme, Francklin, Buchanan 
Hamilton, Cunningham and barely any others stay detached with the metropolitan history of the period. 
It was in this setting that an examination project was taken up by the Directorate of Archeology, 
Government of West Bengal with the goal of following out the example of urbanization in Medieval 
Bengal through a contextual analysis of its head urban communities, Gaur and Pandua. The philosophy 
embraced to accomplish this goal was triple. The first, to develop a thorough information base of all the 
distributed and unpublished records (counting coins, engravings, verifiable original copies), visual 
material, maps and other related archives on these urban communities. The second, to do sector wise 
archeological investigations in these urban areas to arrange residence designs and to gather proof of 
material culture. The third, to examine the accessible records with the archeological discoveries and 
dissect something very similar in the verifiable point of view to find, entomb alia, the reasons for 
development and decrease of these metropolitan places.  
 The current paper will harp on the archeological observation completed in the archaic city of 
Gaur (24°50'44"and 24° 55'50" N scope, 88° 7' and 88° 10' E longitude) during the field periods of 
19942001 as a piece of this exploration project. The paper will zero in on the philosophy of field work, 
the significant revelations, investigation of antiquities gathered and will by and large endeavor to group 
the archeological information with verifiable, great and different records for a remaking of the foremost 
utilitarian zones of the city. 
 

Sultanate Water Systems of Chãmpãner Pãvãgadh Tracing the Footprints 
Sumesh Modi, Consultant to Heritage Trust Baroda, Champaner -Pavagadh 

World Heritage Site Project, Vadodara, Gujarat 
 

 Ongoing exploration at Champaner-Pavagadh,  with its perplexing scene that advanced over 
hundreds of years, uncovers a plausible forerunner to the Mughal gardens. Till now generally 
overlooked, this stupendous and rational social scene is a significant achievement in recreating the 
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historical backdrop of Islamic gardens in India. Once, the capital city of the Greater Gujarat (1484 
AD1535 CE), Chãmpãner-Pãvãgadh had set up a symbol in the field of downpour water reaping, to help 
upwards of 50,000 individuals, during the rule of Sultan Mahmud Begarhã. After Humayun's assault in 
1535 CE and resulting annihilation, the city was totally abandoned and, close by this, the pressure driven 
framework moreover crumbled and was neglected.  
 The current paper focuses on a comprehension of the Sultanate water driven framework with 
the aim of setting up the significance of local Sultanate gardens as a critical stage in the development of 
later arranging standards in India. These mechanical advancements, over the span of their turn of 
events, turned out to be such amazing components for the general public that they began expecting a 
more intricate, stylish and strong structure with the end goal that they nearly turned into a religion 
without anyone else for the local area. Each water structure turned into a political and social 
metropolitan space the very symbol of the convictions of the general public. They accepted an 
unmistakable recognizable structure which was practically elaborate in character. These water 
structures presently lying neglected structure quite possibly the main parts of the design legacy of 
Sultanate period Chãmpãner-Pãvãgadh also, are the greatest wellspring of information and articulation 
of the magnificence of downpour water reaping arrangement of Chãmpãner-Pãvãgadh.  
 The paper will ask into the innovative strategies for water gathering, water maintenance, and 
water arrangement in the locale. This paper means to remake the lost information on customary 
Sultanate logical frameworks with the end goal that the separated water structures begin weaving 
together and recapture their significance in the setting they have a place. 
 

From Province to Sultanate: The Architecture of Gujarat during the  
mid12th through 16th Centuries 

Dr. Alka Patel, Senior Fellow, American Institute of Indian Studies 
 

 As indicated in the Call for Papers, grant on the Sultanate time of South Asia's design history has 
risen up out of the Mughals' shadows just during the most recent thirty years. It is at any rate to some 
degree because of this new early stages that couple of the territorial engineering customs have been 
inspected exhaustively. Studies treating singular structure customs are presently both substantially too 
as methodologically vital. For, without such engaged works, we would lose a nuanced verifiable point of 
view on the horde and moment ways that craftspeople adapted to the situations of meeting the social 
and ceremonial requirements of the various and generally fluctuating networks of South Asia during the 
twelfth through sixteenth hundreds of years. The current paper desires to add to this nuanced (and 
eventually aggregate) procedure by treating the compositional reexaminations and redefinitions 
occurring in Gujarat, spreading over from ca. 1150 until Akbar's extension of the area to the bigger 
Mughal realm in 157273. The generally reason will be that Gujarat's compositional language was going 
through versatile changes in any event, during its "apogee" in the sultanate.  
 Gujarat's changing status as a free realm under the Chaulukyas during the 10th13th hundreds of 
years, and afterward as a territory of the Khaljis and Tughluqs during the fourteenth century, 
harmonized with the redefinition of the district's native sanctuary building custom in the development 
of structures of Islamic love. Moving further, this paper will examine how the reevaluated engineering 
language was thus utilized in the administrations of statebuilding, with the foundation of the 
autonomous sultanate of Gujarat in ca. 1410. While the nearby structure practice had arrived at a 
specific degree of solace by the fifteenth century, changes kept on taking place, filled by political 
contentions in the sultanate's managerial progressive system, and by the steady (however in the end 
ineffective) presentation of Iranian design customs. Such an approach ought to show that, when of the 
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Mughal domination in the mid16th century, boundlessly unique, locally based compositional practices 
like that of Gujarat entered into singular exchanges with the Mughal juggernaut. 
 

The Lost City Of Banbhore & The Ancient Trade Links 
Nargis Rashid, Associate Professor, General History Department, University Of Karachi 

 
 The remains of Banbhore are arranged close to the humble community of Dhabeji on the 
northern bank of an channel of the Arabian Sea, known as the Gharo Creek. It is a good ways off of 65 
kms east of Karachi. The terminated harbor town of Banbhore on the northern edge of the deltaic 
shoreline of South AsiaPakistan, is prominently connected with the intrusion of Sindh in 712 CE by 
Mohammed Bin Qasim what's more, by and by known as the Gateway of Islam. Banbhore A preIslamic 
or then again Islamic site, become a test for the Department of Archeology. The reevaluation of the 
entire issue was embraced under the administration of Dr. F. A. Khan during the four years of 
uncovering of the site, begun in 1958. The considerable unearthings have uncovered very intriguing 
outcomes for example a well fortified harbor town all through its reality. The profound burrowing 
uncovered the remaining parts of three unmistakable periods: the ScythoParthion, Hindu Buddhist and 
Islamic periods datable from first century BC to the thirteenth century CE (Khan: 1960) . In discovering 
the social arrangements of the site, profound diggings were done in the water logged lower levels at the 
profundity of 25 to 30 ft from, surface. The significant stretch of occupation from the eight to thirteenth 
century CE uncovers no social break. Up till now the definite report is still anticipated, just couple of 
articles on different parts of Banbhore have been distributed in various diaries. Over Forty years have 
passed since its unearthings and no complete report has been distributed up until this point, on a 
particularly rich and broad site.  

Banbhore is particularly intriguing on the grounds that it is the old city of first century BC, which 
kept on holding its situation in for sure and prevailed in endurance under various names, for example, 
Barbarikon, Barbaricum, Deb, Deval, Debal and Banbhore might be more until thirteenth century CE. 
This old city might actually a lost connection between Gulf area and China. The Stoneware from 
Banbhore shows that it was brought into an arrangement of exceptional "global" association reaching 
out across the Gulf area, during the work of art and postclassic periods. My research proposes that 
Banbhore endure the quake and the destruction because of its solid connections to the adjoining locale. 
Fired style and expressive change is utilized by archeologists essentially for dating, in any case, there is 
likewise a wide agreement that style is a type of nonverbal correspondence. The presence of Red 
product, Burnished ceramics in Gulf area and Chinese Amphoras at different places including Banbhore 
shows a decent arrangement of exchange interfaces however scant in authentic records. The ceramics 
of the South-Asia epitomizes the most noteworthy creative accomplishment of a race of calm, quiet, and 
steady individuals who have even to the fall of their city effectively kept their culture unblemished for 
more than thousands years. The greatness of Banbhore specialist transport, proven in the item and the 
creation, structure and the beautification of their earthenware, matches that of any Asian. It is trusted 
that this examination paper will give experiences into the extremely long history of preparing and a 
conceivable approach to peep in to pages of the old history to discover exchange joins and social 
relations between the south Asia and the Gulf locale. Zero in is on the style of the ceramics of the 
Classic-Early Postclassical period, dating from roughly first century to thirteenth century CE. I found the 
Banbhore genuinely complex site in which new types of exchange and interregional communication 
prompted far and wide friendly, political, and strict change. 
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Sources for the study of Sultanate Period Architecture in Pakistan: Zoroastrian architecture in 
Baluchistan and Arab and Persian influences along the Baluchi trade routes 
Professor Abdul Rehman, University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore 

 
 The Sultanate Period Architecture in Pakistan was created because of collaboration of a few 
nearby and unfamiliar societies. On one hand it had Gujarati and Rajastani impact and on the other had 
it had neighborhood Indus Valley custom however the area of Baluchistan had been playing a very 
significant job in the arrangement and improvement of Sultanate period design. In this unique situation, 
the Zoroastrian engineering in Baluchistan and Arab and Persian impact has not been playing a 
extremely urgent job and had not been concentrated enough. There are a few shipping lanes which 
utilized to go through Baluchistan interfacing Iran and Iraq on one hand and Afghanistan on the other. 
The preIslamic what's more, later Islamic landmarks along these courses show cozy relationship in the 
arrangement of a particular style. The paper will clarify the potential sources and method of impacts on 
the Sultanate Period engineering in Pakistan in the light of as of late distinguished landmarks along 
these shipping lanes. 
 

The Function of the “Word”: “Qur’anic Inscriptions on early Sultanate Mosques 
Michelle Rein, University of Pennsylvania 

 
 This paper considers the Arabic engraving projects of the Ghorid and Mamluk mosques of the 
Adhai-din-ka-Jhompra in Ajmer and the Caurasi Kambha mosque in Kaman. Perusing the epigraphic 
engravings offers a method for investigating the philosophical plans of north India's most punctual 
supporters of Islamic landmarks Just as the Dome of the Rock was worked of acquired primary 
components and enhancing themes outwardly identifying with Christianity, yet disproving it as the 
deficient archetype to the exemplary confidence of Islam, a comparable circumstance happened in 
northern India. Epigraphic engravings upheld the political and strict goal of the benefactors by approving 
the colonizers, while discrediting the religion of those prevailed. The Sultanate rulers achieved this using 
deliberately chosen Qur'anic refrains. 
 These engravings proof a site-specific utilization of non-historical text for the motivations behind 
advancing a philosophical, religious and political plan. The writings mirror a philosophical program 
proposed to be perused by two unmistakable populaces. Non-historical messages tied the non-
indigenous, prevailing minority to their own recognizable social past, filling in as a devise with which to 
help what's more, legitimize the Muslim king's new situation of force. Simultaneously, these engravings 
worked as a message of consolation and motivation for those recently changed over individuals from a 
society on the move from a place of enslaved non-Muslim larger part to one of advantaged Muslim 
minority. 

The Conundrum of 15th century Sultanate Painting 
Emily Shovelton, SOAS, university of London 

 
 The term Sultanate Painting alludes to the representations of compositions written in Persian, 
Avadhi and Arabic, charged by Muslim benefactors in pre-Mughal India. In 1947 Goetz was quick to 
distribute his doubts that there existed a pre-Mughal school of painting. Nonetheless, convincing 
confirmation of the presence of Sultanate painting was not given until twelve years some other time 
when Skelton distributed the Nimatnama. Since this spearheading work the quantity of original copies 
credited Sultanate India has proceeded to develop. Nonetheless, contrasted with the succeeding 
Mughal period, the field of Sultanate painting stays a moderately disregarded region. Nothing makes 
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due from before the breakdown Delhi Sultanate in 1398; the surviving original copies date to the 
fifteenth and mid sixteenth hundreds of years. The corpus of Sultanate painting is undeveloped and 
confounding: the majority of the original copies need an exact date and provenance, and their styles 
regularly bear no connection to each other. Indeed Mandu, the lone court to have four surviving 
compositions, shows no proof of a halfway controlled school. Likewise, Sultanate works of art 
completely show no bringing together style. A portion of the artworks are by Indian craftsmen in the 
form of Jain showed books. Others are practically vague from Persian artistic creations. This paper will 
examine three recently understudied compositions from differentiating customs, and investigate what 
establishes a Sultanate painting. 
 

Inland Trade Routes of Bengal and Neighbouring Areas during the Sultanate Period 
(12051576CE). The Evidence of Coin-Hoards. 

Sutapa Sinha, Fellow, Centre for Archaeological Studies and Training, Eastern India, Kolkata. 
 
 With the appearance of the Turkish General in the start of thirteenth century, Bengal saw 
another what's more, stable cash framework that proceeded up to the last quarter of sixteenth century. 
The customary money was silver coins of normal 10.6 gm weight, supplanted sporadically by gold when 
huge totals were needed for deals. Little exchanges were helped out through cowry shells. Lacking data 
in the contemporary composed annals Perso-Arabic or on the other hand vernacular leads us to rely 
upon the epigraphic and numismatic hotspots for an agreement of the sociopolitical what's more, 
financial situation of the period.  
 Since the nineteenth century, a significant decent number of coin-hoards of the period have 
been recuperated from various pieces of eastern India and Bangladesh. Investigation of these crowds 
illuminates the money related history, exchange and shipping lanes of Bengal and its adjoining regions. 
In the present paper, an undertaking has been made to clarify that orderly examination of a progression 
of coin-hoards could give abundance of data ashore and riverine shipping lanes and development 
procedures in exchange inside a given district.  
 The connection between spots of beginning of a coin with the spots of its definitive statement 
(spot of inhumation of a coin-hoard) may demonstrate the heading of cash versatility inside a 
characterized space and such portability of cash throughout an extensive range of time helps us to find 
the set up shipping lanes of the district. In the current paper such endeavor will be made to characterize 
the inland shipping lanes of Bengal and the adjoining regions through a basic examination of thirty-
seven coin crowds of the Sultanate time of Bengal enhanced by text based proof, where accessible. 
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