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Assesseshow many Ayurved college libraries in Maharashtra follow the
classification schemes and the commonly used or@msiders the impressions
and opinions of the librarians of tiAgurved colleges regarding application of the
classification scheme. Survey of librarians of #8Ayurved college libraries in
Maharashtra, literature review and information otg#d from books, journals,
articles and the internet were carried out to stalgut classification schemes in
Ayrved college libraries. Finds that out of #8urved college libraries only 13
libraries make use of classification schemes wB0eAyurved college libraries
have adopted unconventional methods of classifinatOut of the 13Ayurved
college libraries applying classification schemE®,of these libraries were using
Dewey Decimal Classification and the remaining omas using the Colon

Classification Scheme.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The word “Classification” is derived from a ratvord Classis, which was
used in ancient Rome from groups of citizens adogrdo their wealth.
Classification is probably the simplest method o$cdvering order in the
overwhelming multiplicity of nature. It is a pra=e of sorting, which brings
together like things / objects and separates urdikes. The ideas or objects are
collected into groups. These groups stand foragedualities which its members
possess. The procedure, necessary to form th@giewalled classifying and the
result is a classificatiof.

A classification is a structure; a map. Knowjedclassification is a
cognitive map of knowledd®. According toRanganathanLibrary Classification
Is the translation of the name of the subject diocak into preferred artificial
languages of ordinal numbel?8.

According to Mann, classification is the agany of things according to
likeness and unlikeness. It is the sorting andigirg of things, but, in addition,
classification of books is a knowledge classificatiwith adjustments made
necessary by the physical form of bo8ksSayers defined library classification as
the arrangement of books on shelves, or descrigtidhem, in the manner which

is most useful to those who reldd.
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Classification aims at demonstrating the waylimch the human intellect
transforms the chaos of sense impressions intosma@® of conceptd. Human
beings seem to have an innate need to organizeentiThis need to organize
large amount of knowledge and information led tce tdevelopment of
classification schemes and other organizationalstool'he ultimate aim of all
classification work is to make sense out of chagsglouping similar things
together. Library classification has mainly fourposes like order the fields of
knowledge in a systematic way, bring related iteéaggether in the most helpful
sequence, provide orderly access to the shelve,lastly to provide an exact
location for an item on the shéf¥.

Classification has ruled traditional libraries centuries in systematic
arrangement of the books for their better retrievdhe classification, not only
assists the memory, but also expresses the redatmmof things. The need for a
classification system is much more in today’s etadt environment than ever
before.

1.1 SCHEME OF CLASSIFICATION

According toRanganathan Schemeof Classes is statement showing the
filiatory sequence of the classes arising in there® of the successive divisions of
the universe of knowledd®. Scheme of Classification is Scheme of Classes

fitted with terminology and notatidf.
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It is helpful to distinguish between a Scherh€lasses and a Scheme of
Classification. The latter differs from the former having a distinctive class
number to documents or catalogue entries of doctsnérhese are often taken out
for use from out of their respective places in¢bbection. After use, they should
be replaced in their correct places. The classbenmechanises this replacement-
that is, it eliminates the need for re-thinking abthe relative positions of the
documents or the entries of in it to. Again thelvarse of knowledge is
continuously growing and throwing out new classéie finding of the right,
filiatory, helpful place for each such new classoamthe already existing ones is
also rendered easier by representing each class unjque class number. The
class numbers constitute in effect an artificialgaage of ordinal number. It may
be called a Classificatory Language. There shbaltio synonyms or homonyms
in a classificatory language if the mechanizatibthe arrangement of the classes
and of the documents embodying them or of the eni the document is to be
free from any ambiguity or nois€%

There are various schemes of classificationcivideal with universe of
subjects in different ways. The main division ofagdification schemes is
Enumerative Classification and Faceted Classificat}"

1.1.1 Enumerative Classification Schemes :
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According to Rangnathan an enumerative scheaore cfassification
consists essentially of a single schedule enunmgyratii subjects — of the past, the
present, and the anticipatable futufé The following are some examples of
Enumerative Classification Schemes:

) Library of Congress Classification (LCC) :

The outline of the Library of Congress Classifioatiwvas determined in
1901, but the scheme took nearly forty years tolremmewhere near approximate
completion. The scheme consists of a series aiapeassification, each special
classification covering a major class. Each clags been devised by subject
specialists on the library staff. The subject skethes have been published by the
US Printing Office since 1901. The revisions aradm when necessary. The
outline of LC closely resembles that of C.A. Cuidfxpansive classification, but
the scheme was tailor-made for the collectionshefltibrary of Congress. LC is
backed by the full resources of great nationalaliies of USA. It has good
prospects:®

The LCC is now available in US MARCK Format. tithis the US
MARC format for Classification Data joins the fapndf MARC. The format was
developed between 1988 and 1940.

1) Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) :
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Melvil Dewey is the author of Dewey decimal clagsifion. The word
“decimal” has been in use from the middle of theéesnth century to the middle of
the nineteenth century, and stood for the use efittegral number expressed
through the sale of ten. But Dewey used the pe@ntal fraction notation. In
1876, DDC was published under the title A clasatfn and subject index. The
19" edition was published in 1979. Before the DDC eamnt, libraries used the
fixed location for materials. Each document wasigaeed to a certain location
fixed for a given subject. Very often, the shelwgere numbered and each
document was allotted a specific location on ai@agr point on the shelf. DDC
adopted the relative location system. It uses lengnd easy to understand
notation. The notation is pure decimal fractiom.oRDC continues to be used by
many libraries all over the world. It is being isad continuously, and used for a
variety of purposes such as shelf arrangementngeraent of bibliographies,
arrangement of entries in catalogue, arrangementzdte papers, and so 67!

In January 1984, a research team in the OCL@céOfof Research
undertook the DDC online project. The project wapported by the Council on
Library Resources, Forest Press, and OCLC. The¢egirdeam incorporated
records from DDC 19 Schedules and Relative Indéx &m experimental online

catalogue. The libraries which provided machiredadble cataloguing records to
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the experimental online catalogd®s. Now in its 22¢ edition, and available in
print and web versions.
1.1.2 Faceted Classification:

A Faceted Scheme for Classification consistssciiedules of Basic
Classes, Common Isolates, and Special Isolates dnlya Faceted Classification
there will be no schedule enumerating Compoundé&itj The class number of
any Compound Subject is constructed with the aidhef Basic Subjects, the
Common Isolates, and the Special Isolates enuntefateeach subject. All the
schedules are usually short. Many of them mayemténd to more than two or
three columns. A Faceted Classification will no¢ lbverpowered by the
emergence of new subjects. They may at best @alhdéw schedules of Isolates
and or extensions of the existing schedules ofB&abjects and of Isolates. The
class numbers of a Compound Subject will have ocimg digits of species
different from the semantically rich digits usediwe schedules for the Basic Class
Numbers and the Isolate Numbers. Therefore, allGbmpound Class Numbers
of a Faceted Classification will be Polylithit” The following are some examples
of Enumerative Classification Schemes:

) Universal Decimal Classification:
In 1895 following the first International Conémce on Bibliography, the

newly founded Institut International de Bibliogrph(lIB) sponsored a scheme
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initiated by two Belgians, Paul Otlet and Henri Eantaine. By an arrangement
with Melvil Dewey, who had just published the fifddition of DDC (1894), the
[IB began expanding the schedules in parts, and905 published the first
complete international edition in French entitlddanuel du Repertoire
bibliographique universal. At present, a variety of editions in differenhdmages
are available at a variety of levels. FID is thedyp which has overall
responsibility for UDC® UDC is in worldwide use, and has been publisimed i
whole or in part in 39 different languad&s. UDC is used by a large number of
libraries around the world. According to Aida SavUDC used in 60 %
countries, in 28% countries UDC is the main clasaiion system used across
national information networks!®”

i) Colon Classification (CC) :

“Colon Classification (1 Ed.1933) by S.R. Ranganathan (1892 — 19720)
is thoroughly faceted and theory based classificatilt is now in its 7 Edition
published in 1987, though the sixth edition (19@@ntinues to be popular.
Ranganathan was very particular about the ordaraoh classes and of facets in a
class number®  Colon was the only general scheme of classifinatvhich
fully employed analysis and synthesis of all theeta within a compound subject.
The ideas regarding fundamental categories andytamiaynthetic approach

revolutionized the theory of library classificatiorRanganathan’s thoughts were
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greatly appreciated, and criticized, by many lipnarofessionals. One of the basic
ideas behind CC is to provide autonomy for thest&s. It, in fact, provides a set

of rules and devices which help classifiers to tmas class numbers of new foci,
not listed in the schedule. Another remarkabletrdmmion of Ranganathan was
the development of Dynamic Theory of Classificatipoblished in Prolegomena
to Library classification in 1937. The postulatesnhons and principles formulated
by him provided a scientific basis to the theonyilofary classification. His ideas

formed the basis of much of the progress madeassdication theory in England

during 1950’s. Ranganathan, as a theoreticiamatdre paralleled with any other
classficationist. However, the frequent changed tave occurered in different
editions in CC could not allow it to become muclpplar, even in Indian libraries.

[22]

1.2 Ayurveda :

Ayurved is an indigenous, traditional and time-tested wetlof health
studies and assessment developed in the IndianoBtifent. It is most familiar
with the South-Asian cultures and countries suchd®, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka. The branch oAyurved studies is also accepted as an optional as well as
subsidiary method of health assessment in sevetaitdes of the world®. The
meaning of the wordwyurved originated from the classical Sanskrit languageés |

the combination of thélyu meaning Life andveda i.e. Vidya of study!®¥ It
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means that the science which is devoted to explereknowledge and secrets of
healthy life or it also indicates a scientific way which one can acquire a healthy
life.1?°)

The roots of theAyurved methods of treatment can be traced with the
South Asian regions. The sciencefurved is devoted to the study of human
body, disease, therapy, treatment and a completéealthy lifestyle. The method
of Ayurved has developed for centuries since ancient dayse History of the
development ofyurved can be traced to ttBuddhha period i.e. 8 B.C*® The
system ofAyurved developed over the time span of more than tweenjuries, is
proved as a unique system of study because “marettio millennia, thousands
of authors in South Asia produced a very extenliiggature onAyurved”.?!  The
recognition of the disease, finding the medicineg ar@thod of treatment and above
all preservation of the research finding for theeifa generations was simply great.
1.2.1  Ayurved Colleges :

Presently there are 24Qurved colleges spread across India with intake
capacity of about eleven thousand students eveay3%e Out of them, 55
colleges offer Post Graduate Coursed&ynrved. These colleges are affiliated to
various Indian Universities and are approved by @smtral Council of Indian

Medicinel®®
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TheAyurved colleges in Maharashtra are affiliated to MahatrasHealth
Science University, Nashik and fall into three garges such as Government
colleges, Government aided colleges and non-aidd#tges. There are 63
colleges including three constituent units of degneiversities in Maharashtrd.

“Government of Maharashtra has promoted argpined the study of
Ayurved by establishing fouAyurved colleges and providing grants to Agurved
colleges from urban and rural areas. The mainstreffiorts on the government
side have been supported by the 44 private nortaidéeges®™ The efforts
taken by the non-aided colleges are admissiblet@metain, sustain and creation
of theAyurved related knowledge.

Classification is very important for knowledgeganization and is used in
libraries to organize the library collection. Taere several classification schemes
including Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC), Unrgal Decimal Classification
(UDC), Library of Congress Classification (LCC), IGo Classification (CC) and
National Library of Medicine Classification (NLM).The present paper aims to
examine the use of classification schemes by Alarved college libraries in
Maharashtra. This paper also considers the impressand opinions of the
librarians of theAyurved colleges regarding application of the classifmati

scheme.
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2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
O To examine the classification schemes besgd byAyurved college
libraries in Maharashtra;
O To understand the applicability of standalassification schemes in

Ayurved libraries

3. METHODOLOGY

This study was based primary data collectechfd8 out of 63Ayurved
college libraries in Maharashtra through the qoesiaire and direct interview
method. The information published in various infation resources viz. books,
journals, and internet pages was also used forngaswt the opinions in study.
These one also property cited in the text. Tha thats collected was analysed.
4.  ANALYSIS
4.1  Use of classification schemes

In order to make maximum use of the referermk®, classification of the
material available is of great importance. Moregvelassification is the
foundation of library and information science.isla common place to say that one
of the following classification schemes have besrdufor the classification of
materials inAyurved college libraries.

1) Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC)
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2) Universal Decimal Classification (UDC)
3) Library of Congress Classification (LCC)
4) Colon Classification (CC)
5) National Library of Medicine Classification (INi) etc.
It is equally important to see that how manylege libraries have been
using these schemes for the purpose of classditati
The classification schemes are used in lalgaries to fix the place of
document / book on the shelf in the library. Timalgsis of usage of the library
classification scheme is divided in to two groupditwraries viz. libraries in cities
and metros are grouped in Urban area, where amrigrat Taluka & Village
areas etc are grouped in rural area. The aim tdhia evaluation is to et an idea

of usage at lower level libraries i.e. in the ruaaéas. The analysis is pointed

below.
Table 1
Use of classification scheme iAyurved college libraries in Maharashtra
Particulars Urban Rural Total %
No. of
No. of Ayurve
Ayurved | d 0
College & College &
Libraries Librarie
S
Libraries which are
using classification 09 20.93 04 9.30 13 30.2
scheme
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Libraries which are
not using
classification scheme
but they have 21 | 4884 09 | 2093 30 69.77
arranging their
collection with their
own ideas

Total 30 69.77 13 30.23 43 100

Graph 1
Use of classification schemes iayurved college libraries in Maharashtra
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Graph 2 indicates that out of 43 libraries of &yerved colleges, 9 (20.93%) from

urban and 4 (9.30%) from rural areas which is In18l(30.23%) have used the
classification schemes for the classification oblks and materials. Out of the
remaining 30 (69.77%Ayurved colleges, 21 (48.84%) from urban and 9 (20.93%)
from rural areas have not used the classificatdremes but they have arranging

their collection with their own ideas
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4.2

The researchers could collect information fref®@ Ayurved college

Mostly used classification schemes:

libraries from the state of Maharashtra and ouwlich only 13 (30.23)Ayurved

college libraries make use of the classificatiohesges to serve their purpose.
The chart appended below indicates the presenissbhthe classification schemes

in various Ayurved colleges libraries situated in urban as well aalrareas in

Maharashtra.

Table 2
Present status of use of classification schemes
in Ayurved college libraries

Ayurved college libraries
Name of the classification using classification scheme
scheme Urban Rural Total
No. % No. % No.| %
. 92.3
Dewey Decimal 08 | 61.54 04 | 30.76| 12
Classification Scheme 0
Universal Decimal 0 0 0 0 0 0
Classification
Library of Congress 0 0 0 0 0 0
Classification Scheme
Colon Classification Scheme 01 7.70 0 0 01 7.70
National Library of Medicine| g 0 0 0 0 0
Classification Scheme
Total 09 | 69.24 04 30.76 13| 100
Graph 2

Present status of classification schemes
in Ayurved college libraries
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Table 2 and graph 2 indicates that none ofAyreved college libraries have

used Library of Congress Classification Schemejddat Library of Medicinal

Classification Scheme and Universal Decimal Classibn Scheme. Only one
college library (7.70 %) has made use of the Cdltassification Scheme while
the rest of the colleges i.e. 08 (61.54%) from arbheea and 04 (30.76%) from
rural areas which is in all 12 (92.30 %) have uBedvey Decimal Classification
(DDC) Scheme. On the basis of graph 2 and talie@n be said that the Dewey
Decimal Classification (DDC) Scheme is mostly uskdsification schemes in out

of 13 Ayurved college libraries in Maharashtra.

4.3 The tact’s for classification of the subjects tich are not covered by the
present methods of classification schemes:

The methods of classification which are applaadl approved do not
denote the class numbers for various subjects aidbsanches ofAyurved.

Therefore, during classification a number of obdstabave been occurredtill it
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remains the responsibility of the librarians tossify the available material in such
a way by which it is made available to the usdrsthis connection the librarians
of variousAyurved college libraries have made provisions and agpdyrtew tact’s
according to their knowledge and at their discretio

1) Ayurved being science of medicine has much similarity wither
branches of medical science, hence the materiahadannot be included
directly underAyurved, is placed along with the material which indicates
close similarity with the subject of modern medicaience. It is
observed that, ®yurved college libraries from the urban areas and 4
Ayurved college libraries from the rural areas have beeking use of
such provision for the purpose of classification.

2) Library is an institution developed in keepstgdents centered approach
and the classification inside the libraries shochater the need of
students. If classification is not possible as gkove tact, almost 9
Ayurved college libraries from the urban areas anédydrved college
libraries from rural areas believe in the clasatiien of Ayurved books
and materials on the basis of the syllabuses dedifpr various classes.

3) lItis very interesting to see that some oflithearies have referred to the
class numbers of the main subject and have fudlaessified the books

according to the author’s name.
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4) It is also seen that none of the colleges fuvban as well as rural areas
have classified the books and materials accordiriige author name.
On the whole, it can be said that majority led Ayurved college libraries

prefer to go for subject wise classification of ke@and materials.

4.4  Reasons for not using the classification schem

It is observed that out of 48yurved college libraries, 21(48.84%) from
urban area and 9 (20.93%) from rural areas whidtaly 30 (69.77) have not
used the classification scheme for the classibeabf books and materials. The
reasons for the same are mentioned below:

1) According to the librarians of Q8yurved college libraries from urban
areas and 02 from rural areas the classificatidrerse have not been
designed by keeping in view the system of classifbonn needed for the
materials and books @éfyurved studies.

2) In the opinion of 13 librarians from the urbarea and 06 librarians from
the rural area, the present method of classifinafior the Ayurved
material and books consider only the main branchyafved, the further
sub classification of the same seems impossible.

3) One librarian ofAyurved college library from rural area opined that

schemes like Dewey Decimal Classification, Univerdaecimal
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Classification are not affordable to the Ayurvedlege libraries located
in rural area as the prices of such schemes angbko He also expressed
that his library has the problem of finance andncénpurchase the

classification scheme.

4.5  Observations of the librarians:

Out of 43Ayurved college libraries, 30 (69.77%) libraries do noplgthe
classification scheme for the purpose of clasdibicaof library books. In such
cases the classification of the books and mateisalione as mentioned below.
Though these ways seem inconvenient, from pracpoait of view, they have

been used by these libraries.

1) In such cases we find that different cupboarmsven the shelves inside
have been entitled for a particular subject. Thattsy we get all the
books of that particular subject at one place. @u20 Ayurvd college
libraries, Almost 19 (63.33%) college’s librarigerh urban area and 8
(26.67%) libraries from the rural area follow thabgct wise and

cupboard wise classification for their convenience.
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2) Remaining 2 (6.67%) college libraries from tiean areas and only 1
(3.33%) college libraries from the rural area dlgshe books according
to accession number. This method of classificascapplied in the light
of the internal arrangements of the cupboards. tldstmethod cannot be
recommended as we do not find books related with $hibject at one
place, which is desired by the library system.
4.6  Opinions of the librarians

A librarian holds a unique position in the gystof higher education
works at the center of various stakeholders. Bpwoase to the research topic
undertaken, they have expressed their opinionstipgh experience and have
raised some objections regarding existing methdddagsification. These are as
follows:

1) It is the thing of great importance to mentithrat according to the
librarians who have applied the classification sebdor their purpose do
not approve any of these classification schemalaguate and complete.
Moreover, they emphasize the need of improvemdritseonew methods
of classification exclusively designed fayurved libraries.

2) By and large, almost all the 43 (100%) collébearians recommended

new method of classification and have opined thest very high time to
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redefine the method which will serve the needs @mands of this age
old method ofAyurved.
5. Conclusion :

It should be noted that the scienceAgtirved which has developed for
centuries and known in the era of globalisation &athnological revolution; there
Is great need of the designing of new methods adsification forAyurved books
and materials in the libraries Afjurved Colleges.

Since the 8 B.C., thousands of experts, sages, scientistsvaiters have
studied the science @fyurved and have produced thousands of books, pamphlets
and have recorded their observations in variousngorwhich have historic
importance. For the centuries ahead it forms gtesdsure. This literature
produced and preserved by our forefathers haveetoetained, maintained and
transformed for further generation. The reseas;herefore highly recommend
the need of new method of classification.

Though there are some approved methods ofifotas®n in practice like
Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC), Universal DeainClassification (UDC),
Library of Congress Classification (LCC), Colon €Hdication (CC), National
Library of Medicine Classification (NLM), etc. theare proved inadequate.

Out of 43Ayurved college libraries in Maharashtra only ¥8urved

colleges’ libraries make use of classification sobs while 30 colleges’ libraries
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have adopted unconventional methods of classifinabr have invented the non
scientific ways of classification.

Out of the 13Ayurved colleges libraries in Maharashtra applying
classification schemes, almost 12 of these colldé@ezries have been using the
Dewey Decimal Classification while only 01 of thelleges libraries have been
applying the Colon Classification Scheme.

The researchers, after careful and scientifidysof the present methods of
classification, strongly recommend that new methofislassification should be

developed foAyurved college libraries.
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