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Nam Opportunities And Challenges In The 
Contemporary World Order

Abs tract:-NAM the movement of the developing countries provided opportunities to protect the newly won 
independence and sovereignty during the cold war era. It was the movement of these states against the hegemony 
and power politics of the two rival blocs. Though the policy and the Non-Aligned Movement were criticized by the 
then superpowers but the movement succeeded in providing an identity to the problems and objectives of the 
developing countries. But the movement is facing challenges at various levels in the contemporary world order.

Keyw ords:policy , Non-Aligned  , criticized , foreign policy  .

INTRODUCTION
NAM came into existence in 1960's as a reaction to 

the cold war between two rival blocs led by US and USSR. It 
was developed as a movement of newly independent states 
after the end of the Second World War. Non-Aligned was 
adopted as a foreign policy option by the developing 
countries to keep themselves away from power politics of the 
cold war. The policy and movement were criticized at large 
scale by the then superpowers and the states that were not the 
part of the movement. Again after the end of cold war and 
demise of one bloc (socialist bloc) in 1990's, the same 
question was raised about the relevance of NAM. It was 
argued that with the dismembermence of the Soviet Union, 
bloc politics and the end of bipolar world, there is no 
justification for the continuation of non-alignment. When 
there was a détente between the two cold warrior or the rival 
blocs the question of the relevance of NAM raised by the 
scholars and the statesmen. In the post cold war era the same 
question of relevance of NAM was raised by its members 
also. Yugoslavia, the founding member of NAM, proposed to 
change the name of NAM to, "third world movement" which 
was supported by other non-aligned countries during Accra 
Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned 
Countries in September 1991. Egypt, another founding 
member, called on the members to merge NAM with G-77. 
She also pleaded that; “NAM should now convert itself into 
an observer of the unfolding global events”.

The non-aligned movement is continuing and 120 
countries are the members of the movement with observers 
and guest members from various parts of the world. Recently 
the 16th summit conference of the Heads of the State and 
Government was held at Tehran (Iran). Though drastic 
changes at internal and external levels have taken place after 
the origin of NAM in 1960's. Now the whole world is passing 
through the new era of strategic and economic dimensions. 
New alliances and partnership have taken place.US as the 

only super power dominating the world. China and India are 
emerging new powers in Asia. Germany and Japan are 
emerging as economic powers at the world scene. The 16th 
Summit was held at Tehran under the chairmanship of Iran in 
which the Prime Minister of India and other Heads of State 
and Government participated. In the context of these 
fundamental changes it is imperative to analyze 
opportunities and challenges for NAM in the contemporary 
world. The paper is an attempt to examine the opportunities 
and challenges for the non-aligned movement in the changes 
scenario.

OPPORTUNITIES
Non-Aligned Movement opposed the imperialism, 

colonialism and apartheid. The movement supported the 
liberation movement in the world. In changed context the 
movement is supporting the liberation movement of 
Palestine people. The movement is working for the right to 
self determination of the people, states and occupied 
territories. NAM has lost Soviet Union as a supporter of 
liberation movement due to its disintegration.  But the 
unchallenged leadership of the U.S.A. and its extended 
power through expansion of NATO and the attack on Iraq in 
the name of "liberation of Iraq," has established the 
unipolarity of the world order. At the Jakarta Summit 
conference the non-aligned countries supported the 
liberation movement of Palestine people against Israel.  It 
was stated that,...we remain unflinching in our support for 
the legitimate struggle of the Palestine people to secure their 
inalienable rights to self-determination and independence 
and reiterate our demand for the withdrawal of Israel from all 
occupied Arab lands, including Jerusalem. We hope that a 
just and lasting settlement of the question of Palestine on the 
basis of principles and resolutions adopted by United 
Nations shall soon be reached through current peace process. 
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Peaceful settlement of disputes and peaceful co-existence is 
also one of the agenda of NAM in the contemporary world 
order. As Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee stated 
in his address at Durban conference that ...the international 
system in which the movement must function remains beset 
with inequality and uncertainty. Ethnic conflicts... religious 
fundamentalism . . . terrorism and protectionism still 
continue in Europe and other parts of the world.
            Beside this, at the political level, the movement has 
the opportunity to restructure and democratize the UN and its 
agencies. UN is always being dominated and misused by the 
Superpowers during the cold war. After the cold US the only 
Superpower is using the UN and its agencies specially the 
Security Council for its own interests. It is being argued 
that,...it is increasingly becoming a rubber stamping body 
endorsing and legitiming the decision and action of the 
unipolar oligarchy leading to the erosion of the sovereignty 
of the third world and developing states.

The non-aligned countries can use their strength 
through General Assembly and other organs for the 
restructuring and effectiveness of the world body. As it was 
mentioned in the Jakarta message that,...the United Nations 
as the universal embodiment of multilateralism has an 
unique opportunity to become the primary, collective 
instrument to construct a new, just and equitable world order.  
To ensure the achievement of these objectives movement is 
determined to play leading role in contributing to 
revitalisation, restructuring and democratisation of the 
United Nations system.

In the economic sphere, the process of globalisation 
liberalisation and privatisation were introduced as new 
methods for regularization of the world economy and 
economic relations among various states at the international 
level. Though drastic changes took place in the political and 
economic spheres but the gap between the haves and have 
nots nations in the economic sphere still exist in the world.

Thus, the demand for the establishment of NIEO 
remains a crucial issue for the NAM countries since 1970's. 
In the post cold war era, at the XIII Summit Conference in 
Kuala Lumpur, the non-aligned countries remained deeply 
concerned over the continued marginalisation of the 
developing countries from the benefits of globalisation, and 
persistent income and economic gaps between the developed 
and developing countries. Globalisation was the product of 
the capitalist countries in 1990's to control the world 
economy. The developing countries cannot escape 
themselves from the output of the process of these new 
dimensions. They can use the platform of NAM for their 
collective strategy and action in this regards. As in the 
"Durban Declaration for the New Millennium', it was 
mentioned that, …globalisation can be a threat to newly 
acquired freedom, unless the interests of the South are 
carefully protected and promoted.…Liberalisation must not 
provide a cover for the protectionist policies of the rich and 
powerful, securing their vital interests while the weak are 
beggared beyond description by being forced to "open up" to 
the world.

At the XIII NAM summit held at Kuala Lumpur, it 
was made clear that the process of globalisation is benefiting 
the interests of the developed countries. In the declaration, it 

was stated that,…globalization presents many challenges 
and opportunities to the future and viability of all states. In its 
present form, it perpetuates or even increases the 
marginalisation of developing countries. We must ensure 
that globalisation will be a positive force for change for all 
peoples and will benefit the largest number of countries and 
not just a few. For the establishment of the new international 
economic order based on equality and justice North-South 
dialogue is of vital importance. Though South-South 
cooperation is must for this purpose, but the non-aligned 
movement can play a significant role in this regard.
             At the strategic and humanitarian levels, general and 
complete disarmament, terrorism, establishment of new 
international information order, protection of human rights 
and environment are the basic concerns of the movement. 
Beside this the issue of child health and empowerment of 
women are also the major objectives of the movement. NAM 
countries are developing countries they are not capable to 
invest huge amount on arms and cannot be the part of arms 
race in the world. Protection of human rights and other 
humanitarian issues depend on the socio-economic structure, 
policies and programme of their own systems. For all these 
purposes non-aligned movement is one of the best sources to 
protect them from the threats to human life. But to overcome 
all the problems and objectives NAM have to face the 
challenges at various levels.

CHALLENGES:-
The biggest challenge is about the relevance of 

NAM in the new world order. After the end of cold war it is 
being argued that NAM was the product of cold war between 
two antagonistic blocs after the end of the Second World War. 
Now cold war is over, NAM is also over. When there is no 
bloc than non-alignment to whom?
         Another challenge before NAM is of the identity crisis. 
The policy of non-alignment, since its inception, has been 
equated with neutrality – expediency and other status quoist 
mind set. The terms, 'third force' or 'third bloc' were used in 
the initial stages of the movement, by the super powers. 
Sometimes no difference was made between NAM and G-
77. Even after the long history of its origin still it is being 
confused with other organizations or establishments. 
Lack of unity and solidarity is the most alarming challenge 
before NAM. But now, it is evident that this spirit is missing 
and relations among its members are strained at times due to 
bilateral, regional and domestic problems. It may be more 
aggravated owing to the large membership of NAM and 
proliferation in the activities of the movement.  

Loose and flexible criteria for membership also 
played important role in increasing the identity crisis. On the 
one hand NAMs membership has steadily increased from 25 
to 120 and on the other, increasing membership has resulted 
in decreasing credibility due to lack of precise criteria for the 
admission of new members. Membership criteria were laid 
down by 21- nations' Preparatory Committee at a meeting 
held in Cairo in June 1961 in the context of the issue of 
invitations to the Belgrade Conference (1961). Keeping in 
view the criteria, majority of the countries would not qualify 
for membership as one sixth of the participants at Belgrade 
summit (1961) and one-third of the participants at Cairo 
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(1964) and Lusaka summit (1970) had military links of some 
sort or the other with some Great Power.

Another most important hurdle is the bilateral 
disputes between the non-aligned countries. NAM tried to 
keep the movement away from bilateral disputes. But the 
barriers of self-interests, self aggrandisement and narrow 
nationalism come in the way of meaningful relationship 
among the members Lack of charismatic and strong 
leadership is another challenge before NAM. The stature of 
the leadership as in the earlier days has declined with the 
death of the African President Nelson Mandela. It was the 
charismatic leadership of Nehru, Nasser and Tito which 
influenced both, the newly independent states and the then 
super powers. Their broad vision provided the solid base to 
the movement in the shape of the fundamental agenda and 
criteria. 

External interference is another challenge for 
NAM. With the disintegration of the Soviet Union, external 
interference, covert or overt, has increased and the balancing 
force has disappeared. It happened in the case of Nicaragua, 
when the summit conference was held in Jakarta in 
September 1992. Nicaragua was the unanimous choice of 
NAM members for the 11th summit. Although nothing was 
said in public, the US administration decisively twisted the 
arm of Nicaraguan President Violate Barrios de Chamorro 
for not agreeing to take over the NAM mantle. Within a few 
months of the Jakarta summit, Ms. Chamorro expressed her 
inability to hold the 11th summit. 

CONCLUSION
NAM came into existence as a movement of newly 

independent states to protect their interests during the cold 
war era. The movement provided opportunities for the 
developing countries to develop their own indigenous 
systems without the outside interference. The non-aligned 
countries succeeded in managing their foreign affairs during 
the bloc politics. But the movement is also facing the 
challenges at structural and functional levels. In the changed 
context it must redefine and modify itself so that it would not 
be considered merely a Cold War phenomenon. There is a 
need to modify the criteria for membership in the context of 
changes at the international level. It is necessary for NAM to 
develop effective mechanisms and strategies for the 
implementation of its decisions. Moreover, check on 
increasing bilateral disputes and other hurdles are of utmost 
importance for unified actions at the international level. 

Therefore, in the post – Cold War era NAM should 
make efforts to overcome its challenges and weakness and 
strive to reinvigorate itself. It should accept the political, 
socio-economic, strategic and humanitarian changes rather 
than resist them and adjust its role accordingly. 
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