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INTRODUCTION

Benjamin Lewis Rice was an epigraphist, historian, educationist and editor of literary works. He 
rendered Yeoman's service in Mysore State for 6 decades. It is commendable that he engaged himself in 
various fields like Karnataka history, culture, language, literature and education, and made research on the 
ancient history of Karnataka.

Lewis Rice was born in Bangalore on 17th July 1837.1 His father was Benjamin Holt Rice and he 
was a Christian Bishop. It was a time when European Missionary used to visit India for the preaching and 
propagation of Christianity. Among such preaches, the first to visit Mysore State was John Hands. He came 
to Bellary as Missionary in 1810. He preached Christianity for several years and later left for England. 
Bejamin Holt Rice listened to the preachings of John Hands and was inspired to become a missionary and 
visit Mysore State. He reached Bangalore in January 1837 with his wife and resided in the present St. Mark 
Square which was then on the outskirts of Bangalore.2 Lewis Rice was born as the elder of these parents.

Rice belonged to the intellectual family. His father Benjamin Holt Rice served as a missionary of 
the Protestant Mother Organisation called `London Mission Society' and preached Christianity to local 
soldiers and people who gathered in Shandies and fairs. He opened English schools and also prepared 
required textbooks.

He learnt Kannada very fast and composed Kannada songs on the line and in tune with the songs of 
Purandara Dasa and Haridasas. His wife also learnt Kannada. She looked after the schools for poor girls 
took upon herself the responsibility of their's boarding and lodging. In addition, she used to assist her 
husband in his activities. The brother of Lewis Rice, Edward Peter Rice (E.P. Rice) also rendered matchless 
service in the field of Kannada literature. For the first time he wrote in 1895 Kannada literary history in 
English entitled, "A History of Kanarese Literature" and thereby provided an opportunity to non-Kannada 
speaking people understand and appreciate Kannada literature.3 The early life of Lewis Rice was spent in a 
family environment where there was a harmonious blending of spiritualism and service.

PROFESSIONAL LIFE

Lewis Rice completed his primary education and left for England in 1848 to continue higher 
studies. It is thus significant to note that he was not only born in Bangalore but he also grew up in the land of 
Kannada environment upto the age of eleven. Rice took B.A. degree from Harrow and stayed in England for 
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some time, pursuing a job. He returned in 1860 and began his service as Headmaster of the Central High 
School (which later on grew into Central College). The very next year he took Kannada Higher Secondary 
Examination and secured a pass. After 4 years he passed in a Hindi Examination. Side by side he learnt 
Sanskrit language also. He might have felt that after learning various languages, he should acquire deep 
knowledge in them.

He learnt Kannada very fast and composed Kannada songs on the line and in tune with the songs of 
Purandara Dasa and Haridasas. His wife also learnt Kannada. She looked after the schools for poor girls 
took upon herself the responsibility of their's boarding and lodging. In addition, she used to assist her 
husband in his activities. The brother of Lewis Rice, Edward Peter Rice (E.P. Rice) also rendered matchless 
service in the field of Kannada literature. For the first time he wrote in 1895 Kannada literary history in 
English entitled, "A History of Kanarese Literature" and thereby provided an opportunity to non-Kannada 
speaking people understand and appreciate Kannada literature.3 The early life of Lewis Rice was spent in a 
family environment where there was a harmonious blending of spiritualism and service.

RICE AS AN EDUCATIONIST

After Rice served efficiently as Headmaster of the Central School for five years, in 1865 he was 
appointed School Inspector for Mysore State and Kodagu (1865-68 and 1870-73). As a result he got the 
opportunity of touring different places of Mysore State and Kodagu. It was during this period that he came 
across epigraphs, ancient Kannada-Sanskrit manuscripts and archeological findings. He decided to collect 
them and conduct research. (In the meanwhile he went to England in 1868 as his marriage was arranged 
with Sophia and then returned to Mysore.)

After serving as a Inspector of Schools for three years, he was appointed Director of Public 
Instruction in Mysore State (1868-69 and 1873-83).4 During this period he introduced many important 
reforms. He prepared a comprehensive scheme in 1869 to carry out his educational reforms which came to 
be called "Hobli-Schools Scheme". According to this for the education of the illiterate common people at 
least one school had to be started in every Hobli. At that time in an area of 41 square miles there were 645 
Hoblis.5 It was viewed that there should be one school in each Hobli and the distance between two such 
schools should not be more than 41/2 miles. According to this scheme traders selected for these schools 
should have undergone training in normal schools should be inspected twice a year.6 For this purpose a 
committee, consistency of local influential persons had to be constituted.' In the group of supervisors there 
should be 8 sub-Deputy Inspectors and one Inspector. It was decided that the expenditure towards this had 
to be met out of extra cess levied on land revenue. It may be said that this scheme laid the foundation of 
modern education in Mysore state. As a result of implementation of this scheme the number of schools in 
Mysore State increased.

During this period Rice gave great importance to education of girls. Government schools for girls 
were started in 1868. With the increase in the number of schools, there arose the necessity of proper 
textbooks. In this regard, under the leadership of Rice a Committee was constituted for the purpose of 
approving textbooks, supply textbooks to all the schools and to prepare textbooks. Likewise the work 
undertaken by Rice for the progress in higher education, education of prisoners and technical education is 
praise worthy.

Rice had worked very effectively and efficiently as Director of Public Instruction for 13 years 
under the Directorate of Public Instruction which had been created under the Devera Scheme for the 
purpose of looking after state education system. In 1883 he was appointed as secretary of Mysore 
Government Department of Education.8 This was the highest post in the State Education field. He rendered 
valuable service in this post for 7 years. Later on, as he had to devote his time and energy to archeology, he 
gave up that high post.

In the meantime Rice prepared a report on the history and condition of education between 1832 
and 1882 in Kodagu state and gave suggestions for the scheme to be introduced in the future. This report 
gives details of the progress in education in the past 50 years, its history and the measures to be taken in that 
regard. The Christian missionaries gave their support to the British officers in the spread of education. 
Reverend Moegling came to Kodagu State as a missionary in 1854 and this had great effect on the education 
of the State. In 1857 systematized education was started. Moegling was succeeded by Ricter. It further gives 
details about the revolutionary measures introduced by the Basel Mission and further suggests measures to 
be taken in the field of education in the future.

In the meanwhile Rice was appointed Secretary of the Educational Reform Commission 
constituted under the leadership of W.W. Hunter. It was formed at Central level. He played a significant role 
in the preparation of the `Hunter Report'.9 Thus through this Rice Carved for himself a niche at national 
level in the field of education. Hunter had recognized the valuable service rendered by Rice for 2 decades in 
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the field of education in Mysore and Kodagu states, when he visited Bangalore he saw for himself the 
devotion to work by Rice and appointed him secretary of the Report which he had to prepare. In 1881, he 
incorporated the Mysore and Kodagu state gazetteers edited by Rice in the Imperial Gazetteer which he had 
published.

After Wood's Report in 1854 the other Report that finds a place in the history of education is the 
`Hunter Report'. This report recommended reforms at India level in the field of education, that, too, in 
matters pertaining to education. The credit gives to Rice for presenting a valuable Report like this.

During this period Rice prepared the census report of Mysore State in 1881 and published it.10 
Even though the first Census Report had been prepared earlier the Report prepared by Rice contained a 
variety of facts and figures, analyzed in a systematic way pertaining to Census enumeration. Rice had the 
experience of having edited three volumes of "Mysore and Kodagu Gazetteer". As such the 1881 Census 
Report was considered to be the most scientifically brought out volume.

It is to be noted that Rice had served as Secretary in the Police Department. Thus Rice used to 
handle and manage any work assigned to him very efficiently and in a tidy manner. The British Government 
in recognition of service rendered by Rice in various posts, honored him with the title of CIE (Champion of 
the Order of the Indian Empire) in 1884.11 In token of his achievements in the field of education, in the year 
1887 the Madras University conferred on him Degree of Honorary Doctorate.
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